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MEMOIRES 
OF THE 
Dutcheſs HMazarm: 


Ince the Obligations I owe you 
are of that Nature,that I 6ught 
to conceal nothing from you 
wherein I may teſtihe my Ac- 
knowledgements of them, Iam 

willing to gratifie you with the true Re- 

lation of my Life, being you dekre it : 

Not that I am ignorant, how hard it is 

to ſpeak diſcreetly of ones ſelf. And 

you know how averſe Iamin my Na- 
ture from explaining to- the World, 

K matters wherein Iam ſo nearly concern- 

'ed; yet it is very Natural to defend 

{ one's ſelf from Calumny ; and to make 

1 *ppear; to thoſe, of whom we have re- 

$ ceived conſiderable Services,that we are 

not ſo unworthy of their Favours, as the 

- \F traducing World would make us pos gre 
{to be; Nor can I ſpend the time of my 

A 2 Solitary 


2 The Memoires of the 


Solitary Retreat, with more Innocence. 
But if what I am going to acquaint you 
with, ſeem to favour much of the. Ko- 
' mazce, 1mpute it rather to my Deſtiny, 
than to my Inclination. 

| know the chief Glory of a Woman 
ought to conſiſt,in not making her ſelf to 
be publickly talked of. And thoſe that 
know me, know like-wiſe, that 1 never 
took munch pleaſure in things that make 
too much Noiſe. But it is not always 
in our choiſe to live our own way : And 
there 1sa kind of Fatality, even in thoſe ' 
things that ſeem to depend upon the wi- 
ſeſt Conduct. I would not trouble you 
with the account of my Birth, if thoſe 
that envied my VzclesGlory,had not en- 
cleavoured to tarniſh the Luſtre thereof: 
Rut ſince their Fury ſpared nothing that 
w 1s his, It is lawtul for me, to let you 
| nw, that] am deſcended from one of 
the molt illuſtrious Families of Aome ; 
:nd that my Anceſtors theſe three hun- 
ercd years have held a Rank ſocminent- 
:nd conſiderable, that I might paſs my 
Cays happily, though I had\never been 
Lecireſs to a firſt Miniſter of F#ance. 

The Academy of Good Wits which 
beo2n in that Country, at the Nuptials 
of one of our Family, made it appear 
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| in what eſteem that Houſe was in, at 
| that time: And as a farther addition of 


Happineſs, I had the advantage to be 
deſcended from a Father, that was one 
of the moſt accompliſhed and beſt qua- 
lifed of our Family. I was but ſix 
years old when I was brought into 
France, and a few years after /or- 
ſieur M1, rejected the Marriage of my Si- 
ſter, (afterwards married to the Conſtable 
of Collonna) and conceived ſuch a vio- 
lent Paſſion for me, thatupon a time he 


"told Madam D Egmillon, that if he 
'' could but have the happineſs to be mar-. 


Tyed to me) it would not grieve him to 
dye three Months after. The ſucceſs 
ſurpaſſed giis deſire, he has married me : 
and yet God be thanked,he is alive ſtil]. 
Upon the firſt report of his refuſing my 
Silter, the Cardinal was much offended ; 
and would often ſay,He had rather mar: 
ry me to a ſerving-man. Burt he was not 
the only man I had the ill Fortune to 
pleaſe. An /tal:an Eunuch, Muſician to 

the Cardinal, was accuſed, for having 
a Kindneſs for me : But the truth is, 

That it was as much for my Siſters as 

'for me- He was alſo jeered for being in 
Love with the Beautiful Statues that 

were in the Palace 2. T his man's Love 
A 3 *' certain- 
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certainly was unlucky, ſince thofe poor 
'Statues were ſo cruelly puniſhed for it, 
as well as I;though they were as little in 
. fault.It was no fault of my Sifters,that I 
was not in Love with ſomthing, as well 
as I was beloved. As ſhe had a ſincere 
Inclination for the King, ſhe would have 
been glad to ſee me ingaged with ſome 
ſuch Folly. But, being extream youn 
and childiſh, I could fix to nothing. All 
that ſhe could obtain from me, to ob- 
lige her, was to ſhew ſome Complaſance 
to thoſe of my Age, that diverted me 
moſt, in our little Play- games, which 
+ then took upall my time and thoughts ;' 
though they were often interrupted by 
the Kings Preſence, who ſeldom ſtirred 
from our Houſe ; though he converſed 
amongft us with wonderful goodneſs. 
He had ſo much of Serious and Solid, 
(not to ſay of Majeſty) in all his ways, 
that he could not keep himſelf from 
ſtriking through us, a moſt aweful Re- 
ſpe&, even beyond -his intentions. My 
Siſter was no way diſturbed at his Pre- 
ſence, whoever elſe was; And you may 
eably conceive that his Affiduity had 
Charms for thoſe who were, *cauſe he 
had none for others. As the things 
which Paſſion makes us do, ſeem = 
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culous to thoſe that have never known 
what that paſſion is- ' My Siſters, expo- 
ſed her very often to our Rallkery, One 
time amoneſlt the reft, we Jeered her, 
becauſe ſhe, ſeeing at a diſtance, a Gen- 
leman of the Houſe, who was about the 
King's Stagure,with his back ro her, ran 
to him with open arms, cryingy 4a my 
poor Szre | An other thing that, made vs 
Sport about that time, was a Pleaſantry 
of the Cardinals, with Madam de Box: 
iHon, which was about ſix years old: 
The Court was then at Lafere. One day 
as he made ſport with her about ſome 
Gallant that he ſaid ſhe had : at laſt he 
began to chide her for being with Child. 
The Reſentment which ſhe ſhewed, di- 
verted all ſo, that it was agrecd ſhe 
ſhould be ftill told of it- They ſtreight- 
ned her Cloaths from time to time ; 
and they made her believe that ſhe 
was growing, very big. 

This continued as long as it was 
thought neceſſary, to perſwade her, to 
the likelihood of ker being with Child. 
Yet ſhe would never believe any thing 
of it, and denyed it with a. great deal 
of heat, until the tune of her Lyingin 
came ſhe found betwixt her Sheets, in 
the morning, a Child new born. You 

A 4 cannot 
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cannot imagine the Aſtoniſhment and 
Grief-ſhe was in, at this ſight. S«cb 'a 
thing, ſaid ſhe, never happened to any, 
but to the Virgin Mary and my (elf ; for 
1 never felt anykindof pain. The Queen 
came to condole with her, and offered 
to be God-mother z many came to Goſ- 
fipwith her, as newly brought to bet : 
And that which at firſt was but a Paſs- 
tiine, within doors, came to be the 
publick Divertiſement of all the Courr. 
They preſſed her hard to tell who was 
the Father ; but all they could get from 
her, was only, That :t could be none but 
the King,or the Count of Guich, becauſe n0 
other man but thoſe two had ever kiſſed her. 
For my part, being three yearselder 
than her, I was infinitely proud thar 
I knew the truth of the matter, and [ 
could never be weary of laughing, to 
make people take notice that I knew 1t. 
You will hardly believe, tF-at at thoſe 
years, when there is nothing le{s thought 


.of, than of reaſoning upon things, 1 


ſhould - make as ſerious RefleCtions, as 
I ever did of any thing of chis Lite. Ir 
1s true, notwithſtanding, that my great- 
eit Delight was at that rime, to ſhut my . 
ſelf up alone, to' write what-ever came 
Into my head. It is not lopg, ſince __ 
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-of thoſe Papers fell into my hands : 


And I do allure you, I wes ſtrangely 
ſurprized to find things ſo far ſurpa 

the Capacity of a little Girle. They 
were Doubts and Queſtions which 1 
propoſed to my ſelf, upon all rhings, 
which gave me trouble to comprehend. 
I could never ſufficiently ſatisfie my 
Fancy in deciding them : Bur till { 
ſought with Obſtinacy, whar I could 
not dive into, nor find. And if in my 
Conduct fince, I have not ſhewed 
much, I have at leaſt this Conſo- 


Jation, that I had a very great deſire 
To-.atrain to good Judgment. 1 Re- 


member about that time, writing to a 
young Lady, for whom I had a great 
kindneſs; I began to grow weary of 
writing ſo often, I loye you, in one 
and the ſame. Letter ; and gave her to 
underſtand, that hereafter 1 would on- 
Iv make a Crols to ſignifi theſe three 
Words. Following this new inventi- 
on, it happned ſome times that I writ 


to this Lady, letrers wherein there 


was nothing clſe to be ſeen but whole 


lines of Croſles, one after * another. 


One of theſe Letters fell afterwards 


' Into the hands of ſome, whom it con- 


cerned to find out the Myſtry; but could 
never 
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neyer find fault with ſo Godly a 
Cypher. My Infancy being paſled a- 
monegtt theſe innocent Amuſements, 
or Paſs-times, they began to talk of 
a Match for me. Fortune, that inten- 
ded to make me the unhappieſt Wo- 


man livivg» began to flatter me, at firſt, 


with the hopes of a Crown ; and had 


like to haye render'd the man, ſhe 


deſtined for me, moſt odious to me, 
by the compariſon of thoſe, wherewith 
ſhe firſt did cajole my Imagination. Yet 
I can truly ſay for my ſelf, that thoſe 
HWuſtrious Matches never dazled my 
Fancy. And Monſieur 44. dares not 
ſay, that he ever found me guilty of a- 
ny Vain-Glory, above my condition, 
All the World knows how many re- 
peated Treaties were on foot, to Match 
me with a great Potentate. As for the 
Duke of Savoy, you know what has been 
. aid inthe Journey to Lyons, and that 
that affair was broken off, upon the 


Cardinal's obſtinate refuſal, to aban- | 


don Geneva, in conſideration of that 

Marriage. We lodged at Bell-Court ; 

and our Chamber Windows, which 0- 

pen'd towards the Market-place, were 

low enough for one to get in with eaſe. 

Madam De/erel our Govyerneſs, _ 
| ue 
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uſed to her trade of over-looking us, 
thar ſhe roſe even in her flecp, t5 ſee 
what we were doing. One Night as 
my Siſter lay aſleep with her mouth o- 
pen, Madam Le Yenel, after her ac- 
cuſtomed manner, coming aflee; as ſhe 
was, to grope in the dark, hapned to 
thruſt her finger into her month, to far, 
that my Siſter ſtarting ont of her ſleep, 
made her Teeth almoſt meet in her 
Finger- Judge you the Amazement 
they both were in to find themſelves in 
this Poſture, when they were through- 
ly awake. My Siſter was ina grieyous 
fret. The Story was told the King the 
next Day ;. and the Court had the Di- 
vertiſement of Laughing at it- 
The Cardinal, whether it were 
hrough Modeſty or Diſſimulation, 
jhewed himſelf as averſe, as the Queen 
to the Kings Purſuit of my Siſter. 
As ſoon as the Marriage with Spain 
was concluded, nothing was ſo much 
in his thoughts as how handſomly ta 
ſend her further off, fearing leſt ſhe 
might be a hinderance to it ; alittle af- 
ter our return from £Zyoxs he ſent us to 
ſtay for him at Foun am-Blean; from 
then ce he carried us to Pexrers, where 
he left it to her Choice, to retire to 
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what Place ſhe pleaſed ; ſhe Choſe 
Keebelle : The Cardinal willing to wean 
her alittle more, made Monſieur Frejus 
at Frownage, to propoſeto her the Mar- 
riage of the Conſtable Coll:ana, but 
ſhe rejected it ; her inclinations. being 
not yet drawn into /taly by what drew 
her rhither ſince. He had reſolved to 
carry Madam De Bowillen and me to the 
Marriage z But my Siſter obſtinately re» 
fuſing to let us go, when he ſent for us, 
unleſs ſhe might go too ; he choſe ra- 
ther to deprive himſelf of the Pleaſure 
of ſeeing, us there, thanto let her come 
with us. At their return from the Fron- 
tiers, we were ſent for to Fomntain- 
Blcan, where the Court then was. The 
King looked but coldly upon my Siſter 
and his Change began to make her re- 
ſolve to marry into /taly. She would 
often pray me to tell her as many ill 
things of the King as I could. But 
beſides; thatit was hard to ſpeak ill of 
ſuch a Princeas he, who lived amongſt 
us with that Familiarity and charming 
ſweetneſs; I being but ten years old 
then,I could not well comprehend what 
it was ſhe would have-; all 1 could do 
for her, Loving her tenderly, and ſee- 
ing her all in Tears, was to weep for 

her 
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Dutcheſs Mazarin- II 
her Misfortunes with her, until ſhe 
might, at my turn, bear me Company 
to weep mine, The Averſion the Car- 
dinal had for her fondneſs to the King, 
made him conceive a great unkindneſs 
for her; and as this intrigve began with 
her firſt coming intothe World, it may 
be ſaid, that he hardly ever loved her ; 
MyBrother*'s Humour was nothing more 
pleaſing to him, and his Conduct much- 
leſs; eſpecially fi ſince he was accuſed to 
have been of the Debauch of Xo:/ſi.One 
of the things which molt diſpleaſed him 


' In us, was the want of Devotion ;, you 


cannot imagin how much he was dif- 
contentedatit., He left no Arguments 
untried, to induce us to have more. On 
a time complaining that we did not fre- 
quent the Church cvery Day; he ſaid, 
We had neither Picty nor Honour : Ar 
leaſt, (ſaid he) If you will not do it for 

Gods ſake, do it fa the Worlds fo.he. 
Though | was as much concerned in 
his Remonſtrances, as the relt ; yet ei- 
ther becauſe | was the youngeſt, and ſo 
the leſs faulty ; or that he ſaw ſomthing 
in my humour that pleaſed him better, 
He had for a long time as much tender- 
neſs for me, as he had averſion for 
them; which made him to chuſe me; to 
leave 
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leave his eſtate and. Name, tothe man 
he ſhould wed me to; which likewiſe 
madehim more Circumſpect in the care 
of my Education, than of the reſt, and 
at laſt alſo morediſpleaſed when he be- 
lieved I had given him cauſe. He was 
. very apprehenſive of my ingageing my 
Aﬀections to any one ; Madam De Yen: 
rel, who had direCttions to pry into all 
my Attions, would be continually 
ſpeaking to me of every one that came 
to viſit me, or were likely to ingagemy 
love, to diſcover by my Difconrfe my 
Thodghts of every Body ; but I having 
notie more to one than to another, ſhe 
could never make any difcovery,and ſhe 
had been in Ignorance to this hoar, had 
not the indiſcretion of my Siſter made 
her believe what was not, I told you 
that ſhe would always preſs me to love 
ſotnthing. She importuned me. for 
ſome Years, to tcil her if none of the 
Court pleaſed me more than another ; 
At laſt being overcome with her intrea- 
ties, I told her, I ſaw a Youth in the 
houſe thar I liked above the reſt, but 
that | ſhould be very ſorry he ſhould be 
half ſo pleaſing in my Eye as the King 
was in hers- Overjoyed to have drawn 
this Confeſſion from me, the asked = 
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his Name, but I knew it not. And 
though ſhe took all the pains imagina- | 
ble to make me deſcribe him, ſhe was 
above two months vexing of me before 
ſhe could find himout. She underſtood 
at laſt that it was an /talian Gentleman 
newly come from being Page of the 
great Chamber, who was then but one 
of the ſub-Lieutenants in the Guards, 
but has been ſince Killed in a higher 
employment in Flanders._ She told me 
his Name, and likewiſe made her ſelf 
merry with the King about my preten- 
ded inclinations, from whom ſhe could 
conceal nothing. The Cardinal knew 
it alittle after, and believing ir quite 
another thing than really it was, ſpoke 
to me of it in very harſh terms. It 
was the right way to make ſomething, 
of nothing : and if I were capable of in- 
gageing my ſelf for ſpight, his Repro- 
ches might incline me to deſerve them. 
As this Gentleman was familier in the 
Houſe, the Noiſe the Cardinal made 
about it, reached his Ear, and raiſcd 
in him Thoughts which he perhaps ne- 
ver had before; at length he found 
means to make them known to me, and 
by my Siſters good will I ſhould have 
anſwered his Paſſion, inſtead of deſpi- 
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ſing and rejefting it. In the mean time 
the Cardinals Diſtemper grew every 
day worſe and worſe, the deſire he had 
to Eternize2 his Name, carried him a- 
bove the indignation he had conceived 
againſt me. He broke his mind to 
the Biſhop of Frejus, and deſired to 
know his Opinion of ſeveral Perſons, 
and which of them he thought prope- 
reſt for me. This Biſhop won be- 
fore by Monſieur 47. up7n promiſe of 
fifty thouſand Crowns, forgot nothing 
that might deſerve them ; but he ne- 
ver had them : For he returned the) 
Bond which was given him, intima- 
ting, He: had a greater mind to the Ri. 
* ſbyprick of Eureux, f rt could be potter. 
for Lim, But the King having diſpo- 
ſed of it to another, notwithſtand Mon- 
ſtcur MM. his foliciting for the ſpace of 
two moneths. Monſieur Frejus de- 
manded the filty thouſand Crowns, 
but Moniicur 47. was no longer in the 
mind to pay them. As ſoon as the |, 
Marriaze ,was concluded, he ſent me 
2 great Cabinet, wherein, amongſt 0- 
ther Rich things, there was ten thou- 
ſand Piſtols in Gold- I gave great 
part of this Gold to my Brother and 
Siſters, to lIcllen their hatred of my 

Opulencies, 
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Opulencies , which they could '/ not 
ſee. without Enyy ,- what-ever -meen 
they made.” I-never par” ther ts the 
trouble: of asking me,- for th& "Key 
was always in the "Cabinet, and who 
would, might take, for me: Oneday: 
wanting other divertiſement, we threw. 
above: three hundred Piſtols out at'the 
Windows of the Pallace AMazarme; to 
have the pleaſure of feeing a-Compa= 
ny of Servants that were in the Court 
to ſcramble and fight for them, --T his 
Prodigality being told the Cardinal, 
it cauſed ſo much Diſpleaſure in him, 
that it-is believed it hattned his end ; 
but whether it were ſo or no, he di- 
ed within eight days after, and Jefr 
me the Richeſt Heireſs, but the-Un- 
Kippieſt' Woman; - in all Chriſtendom: 
Upofi''the firſt! Tidings of his Death, 
my Brother andi my Siſter, inſtead of 
being ſorry, 'Cryed- to one another , 
God be thanked ht is gone. And to tell 
you the Truth, I was not much more 
afflicted ; and it is a remarkable thing, 
that a man of that merit, that all his Life 
had laboured to raiſe and enrich his Fa- 
muly, ſhould never receive otheriyhanks 
from them, than apparent ſizns of ha- 
tred and aycrſton even after his Death. - 
- 4 0”. But 
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But if you knew with what ſeverity 
he treated us,you would be lefs ſurpri- 
ſed at: this. Never man had ſo ſweet a 
behaviour abroad & in publick, and ſo 
barſh & ſevere at home. all our humours 
& inclinations were point blank oppo- 
fite to his. Add to this the Tyrannical 
Subjection we were kept in. The ten- 
derneſs of our years, & the inſenſibility 
& careleſneſs we had for all things, t9 
which too mnch plegty,and proſperity, 
1educes -moſjt Perfons of this Ape, in 
ſpight of all their good Nature. 

For my own particular, Fortune has 
taken Care to puniſh my Ingratitude 
by thoſe misfortunes, which have 
continually followed me, one in the 
Neck of another, eyer fiace his Death, 
I know not what fore - knowledge m 
Siſter had of them ; byt upon the, 
Difcoments, which/1 fell joro after my 
Marriage, ſhe told me by way of Con+ 
ſolation, Go, go, you will be moye #n+ 
bappy than I, Monſieur de Lorraine, 
who for a long time was paſſionately 
in Love with her, made uſe of all ns 
Rethorick to perſwade her to marry 
Him, and continued his purſuit even 
afcer the Cardinals Death, T he Queen» 
Mother , who would -by no __ 
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have her ſtay in Frazce,charged Madan 
de Vennel to break off this Intreague 
at any rate- But all cheir Endeavours 
had been fruitleſs, had they not been 
ſeconded by certaja Reaſons,unknowa 
to all the world. 

And though the King had the Gene- 
roſity to give her, her Choyce of any 
man elſe in France, if ſhe could nox 
ſancy Monſieur de Lorraie, and thar 
he ſeemed to be ſenſibly diſpleaſed at 
her reſolution to go out of France, he 
evil Star Drew her jnto /taly again 
all Reaſon. | 

The Conſtable who at firlt belie- 
yed that the Amours of Kings could 
not be innocent, was ſo much tranſ- 
ported with joy to find the contrary 
in the! perſon of my Siſter , that he 
made little acconnt of not being the 
firſt chat had gain'd ger heart; he lefr 
his bad Opinion that he had, which all 
Italians have , of the libercy which La- 
dies have in France, and made her live 
with the ſame freedom in Kome fince 
he found ſhe uſed ir fo diſcreetly. In 
the mean time the Exmmuch her Conte 
dent, who now by her abſence, and the 
Cardinals Death, Lived without Credir, 
undertook to make himiclt neceilary 
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about me; but beſides that, my own 
Nature made me a ſtranger to all 
ſorts of intreagues, Monfieur M. Kept 
too ſtrict an Eye over all my Actions. 
He. enraged at this Obſtacle, rook a 
Reſolution to be Revenged of Monſieur 
A1. himſelf. 

This man kept his acceſs to the King 
with the fame freedom he enjoyed 
when he was my Siſters Confident. 
He makes a great Complaint to him 
of the Severity Monſieur M. uſed to- 
wards me, That ke was cbliged to take 
-ariy part as having bcen the Cardinals 
Creature, and my particular Servant, 
That Monficur Mazarine was jealows 
of all the World, And above all, of his 
HMajity ; and he cauſed me to be watch- 
ed wery narrowly un all: places where the 

©iz9 (who had no thoughts of me.) 
i: ht fee me ;, and that beſides, he took 
upon Him, -as if be were a great Mini: 
fter, and that he Threatued 10 baniſh all 
the Italians out of Paris * 

To all this, the King only Anſwered, 
Tat if nhat he ſaid was true, the Duke 
of Mazarine was a Fodl , and that 
though He kad inherited Cardinal Ma- 
zarines Wealth, he had not his Power ; 

All that was truc of this Report, was 
| only 
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only that Monſieur /fazarine, being 
informed of this Eanuques intreagues,, 
threatned to put hiar out of the Pals 
lace of Maz,arine, where he had Lodg- 
ings, Not content with what he had 
done, he was ſo unwiſe as to boaſt of 
it before a Lady. of Quality of Pro- 
vince called Madam de Kxz, who was, [ 
know not how, acquainted with Mon- 
feur azar, (he tells him of the ill 
Office that had been done him. He 
had a mind to place about me ſome 
Lady, who without the Name of Gc- 
vernant, might perform the funCti- 
on z- and. finding,this Madam de Ruz 
very proper to act. this Part, he made 
Choice of her, as an acknowledgment 
for the Intelligence ſhe gave him; He 
prays her to find out ſome means to 
get her ſelf preſented ro me withour 
letting me know that he was acquainted 
with her; Monſieur de Frejas ſpake to | 
me. of her as from himſelf ſomctime af- 
terwardsz and brought her to me up a 
paire of back Stairs, one day when 
Monſieur Matarine was a Hunting. [| 
vas much taken with her, & as | knew, 
that; if it were perceiv*d that I liked 
her, I ſhould not be permitted to have 
her ; I was not willing any of the houſe 
B 3 ſhould 
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ſhould fre her before ſhe were re- 
ceived into my Family. One day, gs [ 
was alone with her, Madan de YVennel 
came ſuddenly into the Room, and 
broke a busk we had ſet to bar the 
door, and ſhut. our ſelves in. Of a ſud- 
den Madam de Kuz, with a wondertul 
Preſence of Wit, began to roul her 
Eyes in her head, to Weep and Cry 
with the Tone of a Beggar, that ſhe was 
a poor Gentlewoman of Loraine, and 
e me to take Compaſſion of her mi- 
fery. As ſhe had the Ayr of her Face ex- 
tream brisk and lively, as moſt of the 
Provincials h2ve, her Grimaſſe ſuc- 
ceeded ſo well, and fo diſguiſed her, 
that I my ſelf could hardly know her 
again, Madam ec Yenne! was ſo terri- 
bly aftrighted at her, that ſhe ran as far 
off from her as ſhe conld, and told all 
about ſince, that ſhe found the Devil m 
my Chamber. Monſieur /Aazarime”s 
Cunning Artifice in the Choice of this 
Woman, in a ſeaſon wherein he could 
not yer have any Subject to Complain 
of any of my Actions, may ſuffice to in- 
ſtru& yon with his natural Diffidence, 
and in what diſpoſition of mind he 
Married me. As he apprehended my a: 
bode in- Paris, he continually ered 
me 
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me about - to his Lordſhips, and Go- 
vernments; during the ffirit three or 
four years of our Marriage, I made 
three Journeys into Al{ſatza, and as 
many into Brittany, belides ſeveral os 
thers to Nevers, Maine, Bourbon, St- 
dan, and other places: Having no 
greater delight in Parss, but the plea- 
ſure of ſeeing him, it was not ſo irk- 
ſome to me, as it might be to a Perſon 
of my Age to be deprived of the diver: 
tiſements of the Court. And perhaps [ 
ſhould never have been tyred with this 
wandring kind of Life, if he had not 
too much abuſed my Complacency. 
He has often made me travel two hun- 
dred Leagues when I was Big with 
Child, and very near my time; my Re- 
Jations and Friends were apprehenſive 
of the Dangers to which he Expoſed 
my Health, and endeavoured to make 
me ſenſible of them, but it was along 
time in vain: What would they ſay, if 
they had known that I could not once 
ſpeak to any of my Domeſticks, but 
they were turned away the next day ? 
That I could not receive two Viſits 
ſucceſſively from any one man, bunt he 
was preſently forbid the Houſe; and if 
I ſhewed more kindneſs for any of my 
B 4 Maids 
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Maids more than for the reſt, ſhe was 
immediately taken away from me. If 
I called for my Coach, and he thought 
it not. couvenient. to let me go abroad, 
he would laughing forbid the Coach to 
be made ready, and then would: Droll 
upon it ſo long, till the hour was paſt to 
go where deſigned. He would be con- 
tent that I ſhould ice none in the world 
bur himſelf. Above all, he could not 
endure that I ſhould ſee his Kindred, 
nor mine own ; mine, becauſe they be: 
gun to take my part z. his own, becauſe 
they did no more «pprove of his Con- 
duct than mine did. 

..,1 wav a long time Lodged at the 
Arſcnal with Madam. de Oradons his 
Covſen, without ever being permitted 
to ſeg her. The Innocence of my Re- 
creations, which were capable to put 


any man elſe of his Humour out of 


doubt, who had reſerved any. Re- 


gard tor my Age, gave him as much 


diſquiet as if they had been very Cri- 


minal. Sometimes he ſaid, It was a 


ſin to--play ' with my Servants art 
Cock:all. , At.. other times he ſaid, 
It was a hainous Crime to po to 
Bed Late. ' Once when Monſieur 
Euibeit, Ceſired to know all his Grie: 
Vances, 
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vances,and cauſes of Complaint againſt 
me, he could never alledge any other 
than theſe two ; He often ſaid, One 
could not in Conſcience go to Court, 
and much leſs tu Plays; ſometimes 
my Devotions were too (hort : In fine, 
his Peeviſhneſs upon my account was 
ſach, that I verily believe, if any one 
would ſeriouſly ask him how, and after 
what ſort he would have me live, that 
he could not agree with himſelf about 
the manner. He ought indeed to have 
ſaid, That knowing of what valne I was, 
be could not be to Talicizom of me ; That 
the Converſation of the World being ſo 
Contagious, what ever Sport, or Ralleries 
was made of bim, he would endeavour to 
hinder my being ſpoiled, becauſe he loved 
me more than this own proper Reputation, 
But if it was his love for me, that made 
him Treat me after this Fantaſtical 
Faſhion, it were to be wiſhed for, for 
both -our quiets, that he had honou- 
red me with a little more of his indif- 
ference. No ſooner did-he perceive 
that I took delight in any place, bur 
I was immediately hurried from thence, 
though there were never {o great a rea: 
ſon for my ſtay there, We were at 
Maine when the News was brought of 
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the Journey to Marſal: he had Order 
to be there, and ſent me into Britain 
to keep Company with his Father, 
who was at the meeting of the States 
there, while he was preparing himſelf 
at Parss for his Journey ; he had in- 
telligence from ſome of his Spies, (by 
whom | was continrally beſet and watch- 
ed) that I paſſed my time there very 
leaſantly ; he fell ſick upon it, and fent 
or me away with all ſpeed. His Father 
underſtanding that his Phyſitians ad- 
viſed him to go to the Waters of Bowr- 
bor, would not let me go, alledging, 
That a man while he drank thoſe waters 
muſt abſtain from Women, Upon this 
News he fell intoa Swoun for vexation, 
and after ſeveral Conriers ſent for me; 
his Father atlaſt let me go ; I went with 
him to Bowrbon, where I remained a 
moneth ſhut up with him in a Chamber, 
to ſee him ſpue np his Waters, with- 
ont ſo much as viſiting Madam the Prin: 
ceſs, who was there, and to whom he 
had the Honour to be Related. He 
could not preſently be induced to be- 
lieve that it was his Father that kept 
me- from departing out of Britany ; 
and notwithſtanding all the aſſurance 
he received of it fince, he maintain- 
- > 
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ed always, that 1 had been better 
pleaſed to paſs my time there, than 
come and ſolace him in his ſickneſs. 
It had not been hard for me to juſtifie 
my ſelf; if he would but hear me. But 
that he avoided [till the moſt he could, 
becauſe all the blame would be found of 
his ſide in the clearing of the matter, 
and he would never acknowledge him- 
ſelf in an Errour : nothing afflicted me 
more than his averſion to be Informed 
or Convinced of a miſtake, becauſe he 
rook upon him the Juriſdiction of treat- 
ing me continually as guilty. Some- 
time afterwards being obliged for the 
Kings Service to go mto Britain, he 
took ſach an obſtinate Reſolution r9 
have me with him, and writ ſich 
ſtrange things upon this occaſion to the 
Abbot de Effiat his near kinſman, that 
] was forced to go from Paris three 
weeks after I was brought to bed. Few 
Women of my yualiry would have done 
the Hke ; bet what would not one dv 
for the enjoying of ſo great a good as 
Peace? And to mend the matrer, he 
made the lodge in one of the wretched- 
eſt Villages in all that Country, and in 
ſo miſerable a Cottage; that we were 
conſtrainet! to be out of doors al day. 

He 
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He always made choice of ſuch places, 
becauſe 1 ſhould fee no Company, alſo 
far from ſeeing any of the people of 
thoſe Villages : thoſe whoſe civility or 
buſineſs brought thither to ſee him) 
were forcedtolie in the Fields for want 
of Inns ; and if they diſpleaſed him ne- 
ver ſolittle, he ſent them of Errands, 
about ſeveral buſineſſes which depen- 
ded upon him in this Province. Yet we 
ſpent fix months in this pleaſant place, 
in the year 1666, Another time being 
alone, at 4curbon, having ſent rhe into 
Brutain, he underſtood by his Spies 
that I diverted, my ſelf very pleaſantly 
with Madam ae Coaquin, «4, that few 
days paſſed but we appointed to take 
the Aircither at Land or by Sea : His 
wonted diſquiet ſeizing him he ſends 
for me to meet him at Nevers, where, 
as he ſaid, there were very good Comedi- 
ans amongſt other divertiſements, 1 be- 
an to be weary of making ſo many 
idle Journeys, I writ to Monſieur Col- 
bert to complain ; but being adviſed by 
him to go, I was much ſurpriſed to find 
Monſicur Mazarir upon the Road ten 
Leagues from Nevers, coming to Paris 
with wy Brother, who was returning 
out of /ctaly. Hewould neyer give me 
any 
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any Reaſon why he dealt ſo ſtrangely 
with me; we went without any far- 
ther clearing of this doubt, to con- 
fine our ſelves at our. Caſſie, near Se- 
dan, whither my brother, out of Com- 
plaiſance, ſeeing me very melancholly, 
accompanied us. It was there firſt that 
Monſieur Mazarsn made ſhew as if he 
were Jealous of him, not knowing 0- 
therwiſe how to be rid of him; and”. 
being unwilling to have ſuch a Wir- 
neſs of his Domeſtick proceedings, 
you may judge of my reſentment for 
ſo baſe and wicked a ſuſpicion ; but if 
all theſe out-rages, by hearlng them 
related, ſeem hard to be endured, the 
manner with which he did them, was 
yet ſomthing more cruel and barba- 
rous. 1 will give you ore ſcantling, 
by which you ſhall judge of the relt : 
Being one Night with the Queen, I 
ſaw him coming towards me very plca- 
ſant, and- with a conltrained and af- 
fected Smile publiquely made me this 
Complement. Madam, I bave good 
News to tell you, the King bas juſf row 
Commanded me to goento Alſatia, Mon- 
fieur De Roquelaure who was then pre- 
ſent, moved, as well as the reſt of the 
Company» with this ſilly aftetion, but 

more 
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more frank than the reſt, could. not 
refrain telling him, That this was fine 
News indeed to be told with ſo much Foy 
£0 a woman of my Condition, But Mon» 
ſieur azar diſdaining to reply, 
went quietly out of the Room very 
proud of his - Gallantry. The King 
hearing of it, was moved to pitty. He 
took rhe pains to tell me himſelf, that 
my ſtay there ſhould be only for 
three months, and kept his word with 
-me> as he always did. 

If 1 did not apprehend to tyre your 
Patience, 1 could tcll yon a thouſand 
ſuca little malicious tricks which he 
play'd me, without any manner of ne- 
ceſity, out of the meer pleaſure he 
rook to torment me. Fancy then to 
your ſelf, continual oppoſitions to my 
moſt innocent deſires; and an Impla- 
cable hatred againſt all thoſe I loved, 
or loved me; an undefatigable care to 
bring into my preſence all thoſe I ha- 
ted mortally, and to corrupt thoſe 
of my Servan:s whom I moſt rruſted, 
to betray my Secrets if I had any ; 
a ſtudious Application to cry me down 
every where, ard make my Aftions 0s 
dious to all people. In fine, all thar 
the Malizznity of the by-got Cabal 

could 
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could invent or practiſe, in 2 houſe 
where it hadiabſolute Tyranny, as 
gainlt 2 ſimple young Woman, care- 
leſs, and whoſe want of CircumſpeCti- 
on 1n her aCtions, gave every day new 
mattter to her Enemies to inſult oyer 
her. I boldly make uſe of this exs 
preſſion. By-got Cabal, becauſe I can- 
not think that I erre againlt the moſt 
ſtrict Rules of Chriſtianity, when I pre- 
ſume that thoſe Devotes by whoſe di- 
reftions Monſieur Mazarin doth Regy- 
late his Actions, are not truly ſo, hs 
ving promoted the Diſlipation of ſo 
many Mijllians- 

And this is the fatal Article that 
has made me loſs all patience, and 
that has been the true beginning of all 
my misfortunes. It Monſieur Mazerin 
had only taken delight jn overwhel-» 
ming me.with ſadneſs and grief, and 
inexpoſing my Health, and my Life to 
his moſt unreaſonable caprice, and in 
making ine paſs my beſt days in an 

aralked tlavery, ſince Heaven has 
been pleaſed to make him my Maſter, 
I ſhould have endeavoured to allay 
and qualiic my misfortunes by my 
Sighs and Tears, and my complaints to 
my particular Friends. . But when | 
ſaw, 
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ſaw, that by his incredible Dilapida: 
tions, and profuſeneſs, my ſon, who ' 
might have been the Richeſt Gentle- 
man in Fra»ce, was in danger of be- 
ing the pooreſt; there was no reſiſt- 
ing the force of Nature, and mother- 
ly Love carried it over all other Con- 
ſiderations of Duty, or the moderation 
I propoſed to my ſelf. I ſaw every 
day valt fumms go away 3 movables 

_ of ineſtimable price, Offices, Govern- 
ments ; andall the Rich remaines of my 
Unkles Fortune, the Fruits of his La- 
bours, and- the Rewards of his Ser- 
vices ; | ſaw as much fold as came to 
three Millions, before I took any pub- 
lick notice of it- And I had hardly 
any thing left me of Value, but my 
Jewels ; - when Monfieur Adazarin 
took an occalion to ſeize upon them, 
He took his opportunity to lay hold 
of them, one Night as I came late 
_ home from the City. Dehring to 
know the Reaſon of this Proceeding, 
before I went to bed, he told me, 
That I being of a free and liberal Na- 
ture, he was afraid I ſhould give away 
ſome of them, and that he had not taken 
them from me, but with intention to return 
them again- with the addition of others, 
I an- 
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I anſweted him, that it were to be wiſhed 
his liberality bad been as regular as mints 
that I was ſatisfied with them TI had al- 
ready, and that I would nct go to bed 
untill I bad them again, And ſeeing 
that to what ever 1 could fay, he on: 
ly replied with unpleaſant Ralleries, 
expreſſed with a malicious Laugh, or 
a ſcorning calmneſs of Voice, but 1n re- 
allity moſt tart and bitter,l went our of 
the Room all in Deſpair, and palled to 
my Brothers Pallace, extreainly per- 
plexed, not knowing what courſe to 
take. 

Madam De Boulton whom we Pre- 
ſently ſent for, having heard this my 
new: occaſion of complaint, told me 
I was well enough ſerved, ſince 1 had 
ſuffered ſo much already without ſay- 
ing a Word, I reſolved to have gone 
avay with her in that very inſtant, if 
Madam De Bel:nzane whom we like- 
wiſe ſent for, had not hindred me, in- 
treating me to ſtay untill ſhe had ſpo- 
ken to Monſicur Matarine, But he 
had given order rhat none ſhould be 
admitted ; yet Madam De Belimzan: 
, through much obſtinate preſſing was 
ſuffered to come unto him, but woutd 
C nor 
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not. give her leave to ſpeak, nor could 
ſhe getany other Anſwer, bur that her 
buſineſs , could not be ſo urgent with 
him, as to oblige her to come at ſo unrea= 
ſonable an hour , but that if ſhe had 
any thing to ſay to, him, he was going 
next morning t0 St, Germain, and he 
would give her a meeting at the Croſs of 
Nanterre. Madam De Belinzani being 
returned as ull ſatisfied, as we, at ſo 
unreaſonable a Rallary; jt was con- 
cluded I ſhould go to lie at Madam De 
Bowuvillions ; the next day all my Rela- 
tions being come thither about my con- 
cery, Madam the Counteſs was de- 
ſired to acquaint the King with it. He 
received her very graciouſly. And 
Madam the Princeſs of Carignan was 
Commanrded to come and carry me 
with hcr to the Hot of Sorfſon; after 
ſtaying there about two months I was 
obliged to return with Monſieur Ma- 
2277.0, even without. having my Jew- 
els rel{ored to me, or with any other 
ſatisfaction, but to be allowed to diſ- 
charge ſome Women which he placcd 
about me whom I did not like, that was 
the only Favour I could obtain. When 
I prelled to have my Jeyels reſtored, 

Madam 
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Madam the Counteſs was the firſt that 
told me I did very 111. The Court was 
always againſt me ever ſince that time. 
It is well know of what Conſequence 
thar is in all manner of buſineſs. 1 told 
the King in theſe Termes, 1hat 7 ſhould 
Comfort my ſclf to ſee Monſtewr Mazarine 

mr h favour'd againſt me, if be were ſo 
in all otr.. © things, and if the littls belp be 
fonnd in his other aff atrs did not make it 
appear that he had no other Friends, byt my 
Enemies. As this accord was rather a 
Triumph for him than a real accommo- 
dation, it made him too haughty, to 
let it be of any long continuance. An 
hour before my going to the Pallace Aa: 
zarine, | ſent thither a Groom of the 
Chamber, whom Madam the Countel$ 
had preferred to me ſince my coming 
thither, with ſome of my things. Mon- 
fieur MAazerine, that knew him as well 
as I did, having asked him what he 
would have, or who he belonged to; bad 
him be gon about his buſineſs, withont 
letting him ſtay untill I came. 

This poor fellow met me about two 
hundred paces from my Houſe, and 
told me what happened ; and though 
Madam the Countets, who came to con- 
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duct me, perceived that this was a Juſt 
Cauſe of a new breach ; ſhe perſwaded 
me to paſs forward, and when ſhe had 
brought me to the [tair-foot, ſhe took 
her leave of me, being unwilling to 
ſee Monſieur Mazarine, becauſe he had 
uſed all his endeavours to have me re- 
moved to the Pallace of Cozty, as if the 
Hotel of Soiſſon where ſhe lived, had 
not been as convenient, and as ſafe a 
place for me. I begun immediately 
to beg that this Servant might be recet- 
ved again into my Retinue, but all in 
vain, although the neceſſity I ſaw my 
ſelf reduced to, by the Authority of 
the Powers, made me ſhew ſubmiſſions 
beyond my natural inclination : But I 
had a man to decal with, that knew how 
to make uſc of the conjunfture. Sec- 
ing then that he paid me with bald Ex- 
cuſes, and as bad Jeſts, I reſolved to 
leave him the ſecond time} and to with- 
draw my ſelf to my Brothers Houſe. 
But Monſieur Mazarine (as you ſhall 
perceive by the ſequel) had taken a 
courſe that 1 ſhould not go out when I 
pleaſed, meaning to make me a Priſo- 
ner in my 'own houſe; ſceing me offer 
Lo go, he: threw himſelf in my ways 

and 
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and puſhed me very rudely to ſtop my 
pallage. But my Griet and Vexation 
ſupplyed me with more than ordinary 
ſtrength, 1 chruſt by him in ſpight of 
all he could do; and though he called 
out tothe Servants to ſhut all the Doors, 
and the Court-Gate eſpecially ; they 
ſeeing me all in Tears, none durlt obey : 
I was fain to go round by the Street 
(wherei:i there was a great throng of 
People) in this ſad condition; alone, a 
foot, and at noon day, to get to my AC- 
cultomed Sanctuary, 

This was the Etfect of that Provi- 
dence} that made him wall up the door, 
by which there was a Communication 
betwixt my Brother's Pallace and mine ; 
and through which I made my cefcap2 
the time before. But this pre-caution 
gave occaſion to all men that knew of 
. It» to judg that he never intended me 
any better uſage for the ſuture, (if 1 
return'd again to him) than I had be- 
fore reccived at his hands; havinZ 
taken ſuch care to ſecure me for the 
time to come. 

As ſoon as I came to my Brothers, 
I writ to the King, to give him an ac- 
count of my proceeding ; And Madam 
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the Counteſs carryed me with her to 
the Pallace of Sorfſons. But after five 
ot ſix days Monſieur De Loxwvoy came 
to me from the King, to propoſe to 
me to retire into ſome Nunnery ; but 
Madam the C ounteſs would not con- 
ſent to that ; but brought it abour, that 
- Monfeur Mazartiz ſhould be obliged to 
come and agree, and carry me hotng 
with him, upon conditipn that ſhe 
would be friends with him. 

Preſently after thjs,my Brother went 
away for /taly; partly to make it ap- 
pear, that he did not contribute any 
thing to a miſ:underſtanding betwixt 
Monſieur Mazarin and me; and that it 
/hould not be his fault, if we did not live 
peaceably together. But Ienjoyed but 
an out-lide appearance- of that Quiet- 
neſs which I hoped to have: For, not- 
withſtanding all my Reſolutions of Pa- 
ticnce, there paſſed not one day for 
three Months, that we continued to- 
gether, without ſome jarring and cau- 
ſes of diſguſt. 

At the end of this timeghe took a fan- 
cy to go into Alſatia; and inſtead of 
gratifying-me,and obliging me with his 
Kindnelſsto go (as I had reſolved = do) 
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along with him : He was ſo ill adviſed, 
as to force me to entertain a Woman 
that I could no way approve of. - 

' This his Quarrel about a trifle, made 
me open my Eyes, and to think better 
of what courſe I was to take, 

My Friends had the goodneſs to repre- 
ſent to me, the little Security I muſt hope 
for, from a man of that Caprice, in a 
place ſo Remote, and where his Power was 
ſo abſolute. That after what had paſſed 
betwixt us, I was a Fool toimagin I ſhould 
ever be ſuffered to return from thence 
That he had ſent my Jewels before, for #0 
other reaſon, but to confine himfelf for 
ever to that his Government, wnere he 
ſhould not be obliged to give any account 
of his Condutt, as at Paris; and if e- 
ver I ſhould have need of my Friends, I 
ſhould be ſo far from them, that they could 
do me no other good, butt whiprofitably, t9 
wiſh my Cond:tion were better, 

Thele Conſiderations, that were but 
too apparent, and too well grounded, 
made me take Sanctuary once more ar 
Madam the Counrefſes, the night be- 
fore Monſieur A1az.arin was to begin 
his Journey, fearing leſt he would 
have uſed Violence to have forced me 
along with hin. 3 4 ] 
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[ was ſo full of Perplexity and Di- 
flraction, to ſee my ſelt anew reduced 
to this Neceſſity, that I forgot to bring 
away my ſmall Jewels, which were left 
me, for my daily uſe; and might be 
worth about fifty thouſand Crowns ; 
as-they were the only Treaſure I had 
left; Madam the Connteſs was ſo pro- 
vident as to ask me for them, as ſoon 
as ſhe ſaw me: by that means | had 
time. enough to ſend for them away. 
He came the next day to know what [ 
meant : Anſwer was made him that I 
meant two things; the one, Not to go 
into Al{/atia ; the other, That he ſhould 
reſtore me my great Jewels, which he 
ſent before unto Alſatia, and which 
wcrc the firſt cauſe of our Breach. For 
£Al/ctia he would have been contented 
to excuſe me} lince he ſaw no great 
likcly-hood of being able to perſwade 
me to it. Eut for my Jewels, he would 
make ro peremptory an{wer ; there- 
fore as ſoon as he left us, Madam the 
Princeſs of Baden carricd me to Monſi. 
Colberts, to bcſcech him to ſeize them 
into his own hands. He believed I ought 
not to be refuſed that Fayour : They 
wcre forced to be brought back ; and 
| | they 
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they have remained ever ſince in his 
hands: 

Now the Queſtion was, What 
ſhould become of me ? Monfienr aza- 
711 left me mv Choice of going to live 
at the Hotel ds Conty, or at the Abbey of 
Chelles, the only two places in the 
World he knew I hated mortally, and 
that ſor very juſt Reaſons. 'The Op- 
preſſion of Spirit under which I lay, 
would not give me leave to determine 
which I ſhould chuſe of thoſe two pla- 
ces, equally odious to me-: I was fain to 
let others chuſe for me; and the rea- 
ſons I had againſt the Pallace of Corty 
being more prevalent,the Abbey of Chel- 
les was preferred before that of Corry. 

Here 1y was 11 this Solitude, that I 
had time to make Reſlections upon the 
Duty, which my Friends told me was 
incumbent upon me, to delire a Sepa- 
ration of Goods, in favour of my poor 
Children, before Monlicur Aazarm 
had ſpent al: ; which art laſt I reſolved 
todo. T houghl was convinced in my 
own Senſc, I ought to ſollicite it; yet 
the particular Reaſons 1 had to refer 
all this to Monſieur Co/beri*s Judge: 
ment, whom I cauſed to be aw 
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upon this mattcr; and finding him a- 
verſe to it, put a ſtop to all. 

Some {ix months afterwards Mon- 
ſieur Mazarin coming out of A!ſa- 
tia, made me a Viſit as he palled that 
way, to oblige me to diſcharge two 
young women, which, Madam the Corn- 
reſs had given me ſince his departure 
for Alſatia, 1 did not believe my ſelf 
bound to ſatisfie his Deſires in this par- 
ticular,being I knew it was for no other 
reaſon he deſired it, but out of his Ani- 
moſity againſt her. His Reſentment of 
this Denial put him upon petitioning 
the King to have me removed from 
thence, to ſome other Monaſtery, up- 
on | know not what pretexts. But the' 
real Truth was, becauſe the Abbeſs of 
Chell:s, who was his Aunt, treated me 
civilly z and that 1 was well enough ſa- 
tisfied with my abode there. He pre- 
vailed ; and though that Abbeſs was, 
as [he had cauſe, much offended ; and 
gave as favourable an account of my 
behaviour there, as could be deſired, 
Yet Monſicur Le Premier came to tell 
me, That 1 jrould oblige the King in 990- 
ing 10 the Nunnery of St. Martes of the 


Baſtike : And Madam De Touſſe came 
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vith ſix Guards to condudt me. 

Some time after Monſieur Maza- 
rin going into Britary, came thither 
to ſee me ; but was preſently out of 
all Patience, becauſe I wore Patches, 
(for I had ſome on by chance that day ) 
and told me he would not ſpeak to me 
until I had taken them off. 

No man ever made his Demands 
with ſuch unreaſonable havghtineſs, as 
deſerved rather to be refuſed than 
granted ; and chiefly, when he believ- 
ed 'that Conſcience was concerned ; 
and that alſo was the reaſon I would 
not put off my Patches ; to ſhew him 
it was neither of my Bclief nor Intenti- 
on to offendGod with this kind of dreſs, 

After Conteſting a whole hour about 
this in vain, he at laſt began to tell me 
his mind, notwithſtanding my patches, 
and preſſed me with as little ſucceſs ro 
go with him into Brrtany, I was then 
more inclinable to go to Law with him 
than to follow him. I obtained leave 
of his Majeſty to commence my Suit, 
having been Conducted to Him by the 
Princeſs of Pader. Bur Monſieur Col: 
bert, who was veſy unwilling to 
conſent to it, for Reaſons that _— 

rc 
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ted of no Anſwer, in any other Con- 
juncture, pur along delay to it ; until 
at laſt Madam De Ccurſel being put in- 
to tbe ſame Monaſtery with me, I ob- 
taincd, by the favour of ſome Friends. 
that ſhe had at Court, leave to Com- 
mence my Sult. 

AS ſhe was a very beautiful perſon, 
and of a very pleaſant humour, I had 
Complaiſance enough for her, to joyn 
with her in playing ſome Tricks to the 
Nunns. 

The King has been told a hundred 
ridiculous Stories about it: That we 
uſed to put Ink into the Holy-Water- 
Pot to ſmut the good old Nuns : That 
we uſed to run through their Dormi- 
tory, at the time of their firſt Sleep, 
with a great many little Dogs, yel- 
Ping and yellowing ; and twenty other 
ſuch Foolertes, either altogether inven- 
ted, or much cexaygpgarated. As for ex- 
ample, having deſircd them to let us 
have ſome water to waſh our Feet, 
The Nuns conſulted amongſt them- 
ſelves to refuſe us what was neceſ: 
ſary, and to find fault, as if we had 
been put in therc to obſerve their 
Rule. Ir 1s true, that we filled two 

great 


Dutcheſs Mazarin-» 43 


great Cheſts thar were oyer the' Dor- 
mitory, with Water, and not taking 
notice, that the floor was 1ll joynted, 
the water run through, and wet- all 
the poor Nunns beds. If you were at 
that time at Court, you will ealily re- 
member that this accident was repre- 
ſented there as a meer Horle-boyes 
prank. It -is alſo true, that under 
Colour of keeping us Company, they 
would never ſuffer vs to go out of 
their Sights. The eldelt amongſt the 
Religious women were choſen for this 
purpoſe, as being the hardelt to- be 
ſuborned ; but we having nothing 
elſe to do bur to run about, we ſoon 
tyred them out one after another, and 
one or two of them ſprained their 
Leggs, ſtriving to run after us. [ 
ſhould not tell you theſe little odd Fol- 
lies,if Monſieur Mazarwes partiſans had 
not publiſhed them before 3 and ſince 
they repreſented them as fo many 
Crimes, | am glad yon know 2ll the 
enormities of them. Afrer we had 
been three months in this Coyent, we 
had Leave to go to Chillers; where | 
knew we ſhould be more Civilly trea- 
ted, though we could nox have fo 
many 
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many Viſits_; and Monſieur Maza- 
rene Arrived the ſame day from Brit- 
tany, that we were removed thither. 
Some few days after, Monſieur /Ma- 
Zarine comes with a Guard of three- 
ſcore Horſe, with pretention from 
Monſieur 4: Paris to enter the Mo- 
naſtery, and*carry me away by force. 
Bat the Avbejs . not only refuſed him 
entrance, but put all the Keyes of 
the Houſe into my hands, to free 
me even from the ſuſpition of the 
evil ſhe might have done me. With 
this Condition only, that [ would ſpeak 
to Monſieur /Mazarere, 1] asked him 
what he would have ? But ' he till 
replied, / was zo the Abbeſs, I 
anſwered him, 1 was the Abbeſs for 
him that Day ; ſince all the Keys of 
the Houſe were in my Power, and there 
was no getting in for him but by my Fa- 
vour. He turned his Back, and went 
his way. A Gentleman that Madam 
the Counteſs ſent, to know how I did, 
Carried the News to Paris, and ſaid, 
that it was reported at Chelles, that 
Monſieur Mazarine went off, onely 
with deſign to return again in the 
Night. You have heard without 

| doubt 
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doubt how Madam De Bovillon , Mon- 
ſicur the Count , Monſieur De Boviflon, 
and a number of the greateſt Perſons 
about the Court got on Horſe-back up- 
on this Report, to come to my Reſ- 
Cue. 

At this Noiſe, they made Madam 
Courcelles , and I, take them for my E- 
nemies; but our Fears was not ſo 
great , but that we tnought upon an 
expedient to hide our ſelves; there 
was a hole in the Grate of -our Par: 
lour big enough for a great Diſh 
to paſs; and we never tijl then 
thought one could Creep through it : 
Yet we both got in at that Hole, but 
it was with ſo much difticulty, that 
if Monſieur 4fazarine himſelf had been 
in that Parlour he would never ſuf- 
pet that place, and would have 
looked for us any where elſe, than 
there, But when we found our Er- 
rour , the ſhame and confuſion we 
were in, made us reſolve to ſhoot 
that Guiph once more without Cal- 
ling any body ro our Ayd. Madam 
De Courcelle got eaſily through, bur 1 
was above a quarter of an Hour be- 
twixt two bars of iron, and almolt 

ſqueezed 
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ſqueezed to Death without being a- 
ble to get in or out. But though I 
was horribly pinched, I would not 
conſent any ſhould be Called to help 
us 3 and Madam Cource! never left 
tuzging until ſhe had me out. I 
went to thank them all, and afcer they 
had Joked awhile upon Monſieur Ma- 
zZarincs attempt to Catch nothing, they 
all returned back. In the mean time 
I had ſuch a Decree, as I deſired 
in the Court of Enquelts : This 
Court conſiſted molt of young men 
of great Wit' and Eloquence, and 
they all ſtrove who ſhould be moſt 
forward to ſerve me. The ſcope of. 
the Decretal Order was, 1 hat 1 (hjuld 
be Allowed Twenty Thouſand Livers a 
year. That I ſhould live at the Pallace 
AAazarine, and Monſieur Maitarine at 
the Arſcnal. And what was more 
important ? That Monſirewr Mazarine 
ſrzuld be Obliged to produce the goods, 
or their value, which I declared he diſ- 
fipated, Madam the Princeſs of Ca- 
71904) Came ro pur me into poſſeſſion. 
There | found all the Servants that 1 
had need of, already Choſen by Mon- 
ticur 44:3,2r:1c , but I thanked _ 
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all. for their good will. Madam the 
Counteſs who always unſeaſcnably pur 
me in mind of my Getierolity, would 
fain perſwade me that it was below 
me to exact the allowance the Par: 
liament had Aſſigned me. But Mon- 
ſieur azarine was not a man that 
would give me any thing without be- 
ing CompelPd; and I muſt have 
whereby ro ſubſiſt. It is true, ſhe 
asked me if'l had need of money ; 
but ſhe could not be ignorant of that, 
and were it not for my ſmal} Jew- 
els, and the Helps I had from my 
Brother, my Affairs had been in a ve- 
ry ill poſture. He returned out of 
Italy ten dates after my Decrce; and 
although he was very angry at my 
Law - ſuit, for thoſe very Reaſons 
that made Monſi. Colbert to diſapprove 
of it,and that he alwaies foretold me, 
that Madam the Counteſs would for- 
ſake me as ſoon as ſhe had ingaged 
me in this buſineſs; yer I found every 
morning upon my Toylet more mo- 
ney than I needed, without ever bc- 
ing able truly to diſcover from whence 

it came- 
In the interim Monſizur 41:2 2rine 
D remoy'd 
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remov?'d the Suit unto the Great 
Chamber, for a new Tryalz it was 
ſo order'd, that the King interpoſed 
in our affair to make a final accom- 
modation betwixt us. VVe both 


Signed a Writing to the King ro this 


effect, That Monſieur Mazarine ſhould 
return to Lodge at the Palace Maza- 
rine, but that 1 ſhould have the liber- 
ty to Chooſe all my Servants, ex- 
cepting my Gentleman of the Horſe , 
who was to be recommended to me by 
Monſieur Colbert; that we ſhonld live 
each in their own Apartments , that 1 
ſhould not be obliged to follow him in 
any of his Fourneys : And as for the ſes 
paration of Goods, I deſired the Mint- 
fters of State ſhuuld be Arbuyatcrs there: 
cf, aud that we ſhould inviolably ob- 
ferve aid obey their Award. Upon the 
ſame day that I ſigned this Writing 
I meeting Madam de Bri/ack, at the 
Fair, who told me laughing, Madam, 
you arc plailtred up again for the third 
time- Nor were we truly friends, 
for Monſicur Mazarine made it his 
buſineſs to thwart. me in all things, of 
which I could inftance many particu: 
laritics; but one ſirall ſerve that made 

noiſe 
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noiſe enough ; 7 had ordered a Stage to 
be Erected in my own apartment, to 
have a Comedy Acted for tome Perſons 
of the Court. But Monſieur Maca: 
rine cauſed it to be pulled down two 
hours before it was to be made uſe 
of, becauſe it was a Holy Day, and « 
Comedy was a prophane Divertiſement. 
But all this did not hinder, but that 
we ſaw one another very. Civilly e- 
very after Noon ; for we neither cat, 
nor lay together , thongh Monſieur 
Maz.arine would have it otherwiſe 
underſtood ; but our award mentio- 
ned nothing of ir. | 

Nor could I ſee any likelyhood; that 
our Afairs ſhould remain long in this 
poſture: and if happily our Afﬀairs 
mult be referred again to the Parlia- 
ment, / was loth to expoſe my ſelf to 
the drudgery of Solliciting, being great 
with Child. 

Nor was my Apprchenſjons vain ; 
For, Monſieur Mazarine was ſoon 
weary of what he had done; and there- 
upon begged of His ojefty to tear 
the Writings and to Releaſe vs 
of our Ingagements. Neither would 
1 conſent to ir, but upon condition that 
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his Majeſty would never more inter- 
poſe into our Buſineſs, neither one 
way nor other : His Majeſty was 
Gracioully pleaſed to,paſs His Word, 
that he would not, and has ever ſince 
kept His Promiſe. This brought us a- 
gain into Parliament ; and our Suit was 
followed with more Bitterneſs on. both 
ſides than eyer. 

Monſeur Mazarine, and his Adhe- 
rents, forgot nothing ſince that time, 
that might Sully my Reputation to the 
World : and above all, make me hateful 
to His Magjelty. 

The Extravagancies of Monſieur 
Courcelles, among[t other things, fur- 
niſhed them with an Admirable Inven- 
tion, I had forgotten to tell you, that 
when I left Chelles, I prevailed fo far, 
that I got leave for his Wife to come 
and live with me. She was no ſooner 
there, but thoſe that formerly had 
been inſtrumental to draw her away 
from her Husband, being glad to pur 
her again into his Poſſeſſion, found 
means, I know not how, to let him in- 
to the Pallace Mazarine, whilſt I was 
abroad ; aud managed her ſo, that her 


Husband and ſhe went away together 
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as good friends as ever. . One day as 
. I came to give her a Viſit, the was fo 
fooliſh as to deny her ſelf though Mr. 
Cavoy's Coach ſtood at the Door. In 
the firſt tranſports of my Paſlion, for 
this her Rudeneſs, her Husband came 
unluckily in the way, to whom / could 
not forbear ſaying ſomthing of it. 

This fooliſh Fellow of late hankered 
after an occaſion to fight Cavoy : and 
was loath it ſhould be thought that he 
was [Jealous of the beſt of his Friends, 
but that it was upon ſome other ac- 
count. The moſt Plauſible he could find, 
was to pretend himſelf every where 
in love with me; giving out, That his 
Wife had in her keeping ome Letters of 
mine that were of C nſequence, and 
which I had written to /ome Gentleman 
of the Court ; That | e put them ito 
Cavoye's hands; and that Cavoy, like 
a Raſcal, ſhewed them about ; but that 
he would force him with his Sword to 
reſtore them, as he had promiſed me ſo to 
ao. 

Although this Story was Ridiculous 
enough, and as ill contrived as might 
be, yet it found Belief 3 and ſome 
were ſo fooliſh as to report it for a 
Truth. D 3 He 
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He did worſe than all this ; he had 
the lmpudence to tell me to my Face 
of it, in the Court: Yard of the Pallace 
Alizarine. I told him, that knowing 
better than any other , that all he bad 
(aid was not true; 1 could not imagine 
ne could have any other Deſion in it, but 
179 make himſelf merry : and that, if / 
kiiew that ne had the leaſt intention of 
Fiohting upm this Ridiculous Pretence, 
1 would immediatly acquaint Monſieur 
th: Count with it, who was juſt by, and 
heard ſome part of our Diſcourſe, 

Courſel perceiving,. by the manner 
and tone of my Voice, that I would 
nor underſtand Rallery, made ſign 
with a nod of his head, that it was on- 
ly in jelt ; not daring to ſpeak it out, 
becauic of Monſieur the Count, who 
joyned us at the ſame time. 

[f it iseaſy to gueſs how great my a- 
m7zement was, when I underſtood the 
next day that they had not only 
fonght, but that likewiſe in the Ac- 
cord they made amongſt themſelves 
in the Ficld. He had the Impudence 
to maintain- this Fiction to the end; 
and to except a Woman from the Se- 
cret they had mutually promiſed to. 
keep» 
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keep. He was ſo well pleaſed with him- 
felt, that he could nur contain himſelf, 
but. Brags of this Exception to all 
people without Exception 3 which 
made the matter publick, and was the. 
occaſion that they both were ſent to 
the Conciergery, to do Penance for 
one mans Folly. They were not wan- 
ting at Court in their Cenſures of me, 
upon this occaſion, treating me with the 
Attributes of Incendary , make-bate 
and Brutal : 'I hat /ſhould be the occa- 
ſion of cutting many other Throats, if 
I could- 

One of my Grooms of. the Cham- 
ber being dangeroully wounded about 
that time by ſome of his drunken 
Comrades , they had the Charity to 
inform the King, That this Fellow was 
provy to all my Secrets, and that having 
found that he betrayed his Truſt , 1 took 
courſe to have him aſlaſſinated. The 
inſolent Liberty, people took to charge 
me with theſe Calumnics, obliged me 
to ſpeak to the King about it. Madam 
the Dutcheſs, in whoſe Company I 
went to him, told him as ſhe entred 
the Room, That ſhe brought him that 
Criminal, that Wicked Woman, of whim 
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fo mary evil things had becn told him, 
The King was pleaſed to tell me, Thar 
ke never gave Credit to any of thoſe Ree 
ports + But his manner of delivermg 
this, was ſo ſuccinct, and fo far from 
the accuſtomed Civility with which he 
' u{ed to hear me, that all others bur 
my ſelf, would have doubted of the 
Truth of what he faid ; you know the 
Court is a land of much contradiction. 
The Compaſſion which Perhaps peo< 
ple took of me, when they ſaw me 
ſhut up in a Convent, was changed in- 
to Envy , to ſee me. appear in the 
Queens with-drawing Room >, and to 
make a much-better appearance there 
than I had a mind to. Yet I had no 
orhcr pretention, but to endeavour to 
make tome tollcrable Agreement with 
Monſieur Mazarme , but thoſe by 
whole Counſels I regulated my Acti- 
Gns and Afﬀairs, having other cnds, 
Tyuincd my bulinels by endeavouring to 
make theirown ſucceed ; and ſo abuling 
my limplicity, and the blind Obedi- 
cice / pave to all their Advices , 
mede me run vp and down to this 
Places and that man, without under- 
landing the Reaſon or Conſequence 


of It. Amidſt 


CO coor -_ 
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Amidſt all theſe Troubles and Vex- 
ations, our ſuit went forward , and 
Monſieur /Hazarine fonnd the ſame 
Favour amongſt the Old men, which / 
had obtained of the Young. After 
three months time, / had intelligence, 
That he had gained the Hearts of the 
oreat Chamber , that his Cabal carricd 
all before them there, that he was like to 
have ſuch a Decree as he deſired ; that 
although they did prant me the ſepara- 
tion of Gooas , they would nor leave me 
that of my Bed , which 1 then enjoyed, 
and therefore Was 210 part of my Requeſt 
to them ; and: laſtly, that the Judges 
could not Diſpence with themſelves from 
ordering me to go to Cohabit with my 
Husband , though they had been as fa- 
wourable as they were then averſs to me. 
If this account had been given me by 
people of leſs Credit than they from 
whom 7 had it, I might have had the 
liberty of Publiſhing the Names of 
my Authors. But as they run a ha- 
zard in telling it, ſo they were cau- 
tious in exacting my Secrecy, which 7 
will eternally keep inviolable to them. 
You may judge what uſage Il was like 
to have of Monſieur Mazarine _ 

jhould 


_— 


or eee is 
- m_ 
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ſhould be forced by Act of Parliament 
to return to him; after the cauſes of 
Reſentments which he pretended to 
have againſt me, and have both 
Court and Parltament , contrary to 
me- 

Theſe were the Motbves that pro-, 
dnced that ſtrange and ſo much blam: 
ed Reſolution , which 7 took, of re- 
tiring into /taly, to my Friends 
and Relations, ſeeing now no lon- 
ger Refuge or Security for me in 
France. 

My Brother, who was at once, the 
neareſt, the deareſt, and the diſcreet: 
eſt of my Relations, was alſo of the 
firſt that approved of my Reſolution, 
and offered me all he could do to fa- 
vour it. The Chevalier of Rohaz, his 
intimate Friend, and mine, having, / 
know not how heard of it, ſpoke 
ro us ſo knowingly of it, that we 
could not without impudence con- 
ceal it from him, nor without ſome 
kind of inzratitude refuſe his affilt- 
ance- 

My Deſign was not to po directly 
then to Rome, but only to Millan, to 
ſee my Silter the Conſtable of Colonna, 

whither 
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whither 7 writ to her to come; and ſtay 
for me, that ſhe might bear me Com- 
pany 0 Bruxelles; that from thence, 
as being nearer, we might with more 
eaſe » negotiate ſome more durable 
and advantagious Agreement with 
Monſieur Mazarine than the former 
had proved, 

Monſieur De Rohan begged that he 
might come to us thither along with 
my Brother, when we ſhould be arri- 
ved there ; nor could we in Civility 
retuſe it him. / had ſome reaſons to 
believe that Monſieur 4{azarzme wonld 
be more eaſily wrought to a better 
accommodation, when he ſhould once 
ſee me out of France. And the ter- 
rible Apprehenſions / marked in him 
every time / threatned to be gone, 
would not ſuffer me to doubt of 
IT, 
The Deſpair to which he did often 
reduce me > made me many times 
tell him, Zhat zf 1 were once out of 
bis Reach, I would make him tun 
far enough , before he ſhould aviy-take 
me. 

But to my misfortunc,he never belie: 
ved I had fo much courarze, until he ſaw 


It, 
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it. After I had taken this Reſolution, 
1 ſo much neglected my ſuit, that / have 
a hundred times ſince wondred , that 
thoſe who were concerned in it, did 
not perceiveit. Madam the Counteſs, 
of whom I was molt afraid , was the 
only perſon that had ſome ſuſpicion of 
it, but ſhe gave it no Credit 3 She 
came almoſt every day to my Bro- 
thers, where ſhe found us always very 
merry in appearance, to deceive the 
World ; ſhe cried out upon me, be- 
cauſe I did not ſolicit my bulineſs,thar ' 
it was a great ſhame for me to let my 
Suit be loit for want of looking after 
it. Some eight days before / parted, 
ſhe was there when one of my Bro- 
thers Gentlemen » called Parmillac, 
came to take his leave of us, He pre= 
tended to goro ſee his Father , who (as 
he ſaid) had ſome command in Lorraine 
among the Horſe. But in Truth, it 
was to order Poſt-Horſes to be ready 
for me upon that Road, which I 
choſe, becauſe it was the unlikelieſt to 
be ſuſpected. The fight of this man 
that was to begin my Enterprize, put 
me into ſuch diforder, that 7 have 
fince wondred how the Counteſs did 
nor 
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not take notice of it ; ſhe was taken 
up with glofſing upon my Negligence 
in the midſt of ſo many important 
Concerns. That it was nut the time tg 
ſtay all day in my Chamber unareſſed, 
laying upon my Guittare, and that 
this kind of Careleſneſs made her almoſt 
believe what was reported, that I in= 
tended to fly into Italy- Theſe un- 
profitable Remonſtrances ended in an 
Exhortation' to me, to go with her 
to St. Germaine to make my Court 
at leaſt. But / pray*'d her excule ; 
having other buſineſs that concerned 
me nearer. It was abſolutely neceſ- 
fary for my concerns that ſhe ſhould 
be at St. Germaine when 7 parted ; for 
if ſhe were at Paris, in the diſtruſt 
ſhe had had of my Conduct, it had 
been almoſt impoſlible , bur ſhe would 
have ſuſpeted ſomething of my in- 


tention. 
In fine » Wedneſday the thirteenth 


of June, in the Year one thouſand fix 
Hundred and fixty cight, being the 
day appointed for my Departure, 
whilſt / was putting my little at- 
fairs in order apgainlt Night, ſhe ſent 


for mc to go dine with her at Saint 
Ger- 
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Germaine , I was about to ſend her 
word I could not go, but the meſſenger 
was ordcred to take no denial, but 
that I muſt go; vhich made me ap- 
—_— my Plot was diſcovercd ; 
ut as we muſt always in ſuch kind 
of n.-tters preſume we are not diſco- 
vered, though we ſee never ſo great 
appearances to the Contrary, | 
thought it expedient to Promiſe, 
I would meet her there leſt ſhe 
ſhould come her ſelf to fetch me. 
When dinner time was over, and 
I did not appear, ſhe ſent to conjure 
me not to fail to come thither before 
Night. 1 excuſed my ſelf as well as 
I could for breaking my Word, and 
bid them aſlure her that I would not 
fail to be there at Night ; but Ten of 
the Clock being paſſed, and no news 
of me), ſhe took her Coach and came 
{traight towards Paris. She was 
come- above half way when ſhe met 
my Brother, who left Paris at the ſame 
time I did, to impart my Deſign to 
Monſieur De Louvoy- She asked him 
abruptly, Where I was ? But he ask- 
ed her, If ſhe had not met me ? She ſaid 


No : He replied coldly, That fare 
ther 


2 2 Ai 3 _ atk..$\...242._+et. wt Facus 
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then I had taken the cher Road for, 
that he ſaw me come away bejcre be took 
Coach, | 

Monſieur 44azarine came to awake 
the King at three of the Clock in the 
morning, tobeſeech him that he would 
give order, That / ſhould be purſued. 
But His Majeſty had the Geheroſity to ' 
anſwer him : That he would not break 
the Promiſe he had made when he tore our 
Award, never \to0 meddle with any of 
our Concerns, one way nor another ; ne 
ther was it likely to over-take ame now, 
bring jo long gone, and having taken my 
Meaſures at leaſure as I had done. 

But this Anſwer was otherwiſe ren- 
dred tothe world; and you have ſurely 
heard of the Verſes which were 
made of this Subject which begins' 
thus : 

Sad Mazarine, pale and full of grief. 

Pp 


| And ended with this Joke upon the 
Revelations he had, during the Queens 


great ſickneſs, touching the King and 
Madam La / aliers, 


Alaſs, what is become of my poor 
Wife ? 


K now 


Wo. 
— — 
—— —>——_— — 
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Know you not ( quath the King ? ) 
ſure you cannot miſs, | 

The Angel that tells you all has told 
you "this. 

Monſieur /1azarine, ſeeing he could 
obtain nothing to his purpoſe of the 
King, went to Monſieur Colbert, who 
adviſed him to ſend ſome Perſon of 
Credit after me, to offer me my own 
Terms ſo I would come back- It was 
one Monſieur Lowvier, one of the 
Lieutenants of the Ordinance who was 
ſent; and you may judge from the 
place where he over-took me , that. the 
King had reaſon to ſay, It was then 
too late to follow me. 

Whillt things paſſed thus at Courts 
I ran a ſtrange Carreir: And / do allure 
you, that if 7 had fore-ſeen all the in: 
conveniences that attends ſuch a Jour- 
ney, { ſhould rather have choſen .to 
end my daies betwixt four Walls, or 
make my ſelf away with Steel or Poy: 
ſon, than toexpoſe my Reputation, to 
thoſe calumnies that are inevitable to 
all Women of my. Age and Quality, 
that are ſeparated from their Huſ- 
bands. 

Though 1 had not Experience e- 

nough, 


Dutcheſs Mazarin-. 63 


nough, nor thoſe that were of my 
Counſel, fore-calt enough; yet { was 
not without many Conflicts with my 
ſelf before / could abſolutely come to 
a ſetled determination : And my Irre- 
ſolutions were ſo troubleſome to me; 
that if you could but fee them, you 
would more eaſily comprehend, that 
nothing but the neceſſity 1 ſaw my ſelf 
reduced to, could hurry me to fo 
pernicious an Enterpriſe. 

I can with greatTruth aſſure you, that 
all my Divertiſments, were but feigned 
ſince 1 had formed this deſi 9n; And 
that Madam the Counteſs was much 
in the wrone, in reproaching me with 
my tranquility of mind ; I ſcarce took 
any relt, nor eat, nor drank much 
for above eight days before ; and 1 
was ſo much troubled when 1 par - 
ted , that I was fain to ſend back from 
the Gate of St. Anthony, to fetch the 
box in which was my money and my 
Jewels, which I had forgotten. lt is 
a great Iruth that I never dreamed 
that T ſhould ever want Money , but 
Experience hath taught me it is com'- 
monly the firit thing that 1s' wanting # 
eſpecially to thoſe, that having always 

E lived 
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lived in great plenty of it, never knew 
the neceſſity and importance of diſ- 
creetly managing It. 

Nevertheleſs, I left the Keys of my 
Apartment with my Brother, thar 
he might ſeize upon my Plate, Fur- 
niture and others things of Value : 
But he was ſo Careleſs as to let 
Monſieur Mazarine prevent him, up- 
on the ſame token that ſometime af- 
terward he fold ſome of my things 
to Madam La Yalier for a hundred 
thouſand Franks. My Train Con- 
{ited of a maid I had but ſix months, 
called \anucn, dreiled in mans ap- 
pare), as I was, a man of my Brothers 
called Narciſſus, - with whom I had 
no acquaintance, and a Gentleman be- 
longing to Monſieur Rohan called Comr- 
vevil, whom I had never ſeen before. 
My Brother prayed Monſfjeur Rohar 
not to leave me until he had ſeen me 
out of Town: I parted with him 
without the Gate of St. Anthony, and 
drove on in a Coach with fx Horſes, 
to 3 houſe belonging to the Princeſs of 
Gu:meic, his mother, ten Leagues from 
Pari:. From thence 1 went fix or ſeven 
Leavues in a Calcche z but theſe kind of 
Carriages 


GH —_— 
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Carriages were too ſlow for my Fears, 
therefore -1 took Horſe, aud Arrived 
at Gar, the Fryday tollowing about 


Noon; from theace (ſeeing my felt 


out of France) I went no further than 
Nancy that Night. The Duke of 
Lorraine hearing of my Arrival, and 
deltring to ſee me, was fo Civil as 
not to preſs it, when he underltood I 
was unwilling- The Reſident of 
France was very carnelſt to have me 
{topped there, but in vain; and the 
Duke, to Compleat ' his Generoſity, 
gave me a Licutenant and twenty of 
his Guards to Conduct me into Swe/- 
eZerland. We were almoſt every 
where known to be Women ; and 
Nanon ſtill through forgerfelneſs cal- 
led me Madam; whether for this 
Reaſon, or that my Face gave ſome 
Cauſe of ſuſpition ; the People wat- 
ched us through the Key-hole, when 
we had ſhut our ſelves in, and 
ſaw our long Trelles, which as ſoon 
as we were at liberty we untied, bc- 
cauſe they were very troubleſome to 

us under our Perriwigs- 
Nanon was extreme low of ſtature, 
and fo unht to be Cloathed in mens 
E 2 Ap- 
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Apparel, that I could never look up- 
on her without Laughing. The Night 
that I lay at Nancy, where we reaſ- 
ſumed our Womens Apparel, I was 
ſo overjoyed to ſee my ſelf out of 
danger, that I gave my ſelf the liber- 
tv of diverting me a little at my or- 
dinary Sports, and as 7 ran after her 
to Laugh at her, 1 fel] on my Knee 
ſo that I hurt it, but I did not feel 
it then ; ſome days after I cau- 
ſed a Bed to be made in a- pittiful 
Village of the French County, to reſt 
my ſelf while Dinner was a prepa- 
ring, "but of a ſuddain ſuch a grie- 
vous pain took me in that Knee, 
that I was not able to riſc ; but on 
I muſt po, therefore having been let 
blocd by a woman for want of ano- 
ther Chyrurgion, 7 followed my Jour- 
ney in a Litter till / came to New- 
caſtic, where the people perſwaded 
themſelves,that 1 was Madam ae Lopge- 


-7#l: ; you cannot Imagine the Joy, the 


people expreſſed to ſee me, being 
0t uſed to fee Women of Quality of 
France, paſſe through their Country ; 
nor_ could they comprehend thac any 
other than the Dutcheſs of Longeville 
could 
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could have buſineſs that way. 7 know 
ſome would have laid hold of this oc- 
caſion, and made uſe of their kind- 
neſs, to taſt of the ſweetneſs of Sove- 
raignty, however the miſtake was ad- 
vantagious to me; and what Z wan- 
ted in Age, 7 gained in quality- But 
this Authority ſeemed to me too great 
and too good for a Fugitive 3 1 was 
alſo ſo unskilfully handied, that my 
pain grew worſe, in ſo much that / 
_ once thoughts of returning, to Pa- 

; and were it not that /Millain was 
nearer; and that 7 hoped to be ſooner 
and ſafer there, / had purſued my firlt 
Thoughts. 

Some few days after, as 1 paſſed 
through a little Town of Swiſzcrland, 
where we were all like to be knock- 
ed on the Head, by our Ignorance of 
their Language: and to compleat our 
happineſs, we underſtood when we 
came to Altauph, that we mult paſs 
our Quarantain there, before we 
- ſhould be ſuffred to enter the Territo- 
ries of Millan, There it was my 
ſtock of Patience was quite ſpent- For 
IT ſaw my felt in a Barbarous Coun- 
try, moſt deſperately Sick, full of 

E 3 grievous 
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grievous Painz and for Help, you 
thall Judge by what hapned to Nar- 
c ſſus, whether there was much to be 
hyped for in that place. For he ayl- 
ing ſomthing, ſent for a Chyrurgion to 
let him Blood, they brought him a Far- 
7107, Who going, to let him Blood with 
his Flemmes miſſed the Vain, and 
Narciſ/its threatning to kill him, the 
Fellow ſtill anf{wered Coldly, that he 
hid no uit the Artery. 

But what conſunmated and through- 
ly carricd my Condition, even be- 
yond Deſpair, was the Diviſion that 
| found in my Family, and their con- 
tinual Jarring. Marcfjus took it INN, 
that Ccurbevil who had been in my 
Family but ſeven or cight Dayes 
{! ould take upon him to meddle with 
ny thing without lis leave ; and the 
{zme reaion made NN. quarrel 
with them both ; but while NVarc:ſſus 
and ſhe Jarrcd in this manner, they 
were wholly uſeleſs to me, and did 
:0thing but ont of ſpite to thwart one 
another. 

On the othcr ſide Conrbevil was 
very diligent to hclp me; and'l am 
till pgerſwadcd, hed it rot been for 
him, 
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him» Thad been forced to have had my 
Legs cut off. And as my diſtreſſed Con-. 
dition made me very thankful, and 
acknowledging for every little ſer- 
vice; and commending his particular 
Care of me, put them two quite out 
of Humour 3 and thereupon aban- 
don'd me wholly to his Care: 

It was at the time of this Quaran- 
tine, that Za Louvier over-took me z 
but I remitted the Deliberation of 
what he propoſed to me, to our Ar- 
rival at Milan, whither I came 
ſome few dayes after , by the favour 
and means of the Duke of Sect, Bro- 
ther-in-Law to the Conſtable, and 
Governour of that Country ; He un- 
derſtood how I was detained at A- 
tauph, and he remitted eighreen dayes 
of my Quarantine, My Silter and 
the Conſtable came to meet me at a 
Houſe of theirs four dayes Journcy 
from Millan , where we ſtayed ſome 
dayes, and thence we went to Aillzr, 
where in ſix weeks that we [tayed there, 
we received nine Couriers from Pars. 

| underſtood that preciently after 
my flight, the Judges had declarcd 
themſclves in my favour againſt Mon- 

F 4 ſieur 
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fieur /4azarime ;, and that the Reſalu- 
tion I had taken, gave at the ſame 
time both Admiration and Pitty toall 
reaſonable people ; and that Monheur 
1 wrren himſelf had- ſpoken to the King 
in my behalf. Bur things quickly 
changed their face by my friends joyn- 
inz with Monſicur /4azarize, in an Ap- 
peal azainit my Brother and Monlicur 
Koban, who alledged in his Bill, That 
they had ſtole me away. 

[| know that Monſieur /Mazarine 
ſent one after me with power to take 
Information, from place to place, all 
the Road that 1 palled , of all my A- 
ctions and Demeanure. 

And this perhaps is the greateſt ard 
cnly Obligation I owe him » fince this 
n1ans Iepoſitions which are Recorded 
in Parliament, are undeniable Teſti- 
monics of the innocence of my car- 
riaze, and conduct throughout this 
Journey, againſt all the Allegations 
and Aſperſions of my Enemies. But 
this was not the beſt Story in his Bud- 
get : I had written to my Brother, 
and to Monſieur Koban, before I left 
Ncw-Caſtcl; to my Brother, to let him 
know where , and how I was and to 

Mon- 
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Monſieur Rob. to thank him for the 
Service hedid meat my co:ning aways 
in facilitating my Departure. I had 
commanded MNarcifſus to ſerd away 
theſe Letters by the Poſt, but whether ir 
was that his hatred to Conrbemill reach- 
ed as far as his Malter that gave him 
me, or that it was meer neglizence, he 
confelled at 44:11anthat he forgot Mon- 
fieur Kobar?s Letter upon the Mantle- 
Tree in the Polt-Maſter's Houſe at 
New-Caſtle, to whom he had given ir 
in charge. La Louvier finding it as he 
came that way, carried it with him,and 
gave it to Monſieur 41:zarine, who 
made wonderful uſe of it, and with 
ſuch ſucceſs, thar it ſet all the World 
againſt me : And it was vpon this 
Letter that he grounded his Requeſt, 
ſometime after , that I ought to for- 
feit all my Rights, which is never pra: 
Cliſed but againſt Women, convinced 

of the higheſt Infamy and Lewdneſs. 
| told you that Monſieur Kohan had 
obtained my Brothers conſent to come 
tous to Bruſſels, when we ſhould be 
arrived there. The Necd we had of 
him , having made us conclude the 
matter ſo; it was natural enough to 
m en- 
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mention this to himzina Letter that was 
deſigned principally to ſhew him my 
Acknowledgments and Gratitude. 
This was Evidence enough for Mon- 
fieur Hazarine to prove a Confedera- 
cy betwixt us, and that the Chevalier 
was in love with me. But beſides, 
that his Aﬀections were known to the 
whole Court to be ingaged elſewhere 
then, and to a Perſon of that Eminent 
Quality, that he was Baniſhed for it : 
His manner of proceeding did no way 
ſhew any ſuch thing. lt was truly the 
part of a good Friend to furniſh me 
with meaiis to convey my ſelf far off, 
and to put me into the hands of 
truſty Servants ; But it was no way 
that of a true Lover; there are very 
few that being favoured with a Con- 
fidence of this Nature, would be per- 
ſwaded to loſe ſight of their Miſtriſs 
in ſo extraordinary an Occaſion as this- 
Notwithſtanding all this, the World 
rave Credit to what Monſieur /4aza- 
rine would have paſs for a Truth : As 
for my Brother, he had , as you have 
{een by the Story, took up a Jealou- 
fie of him, to render him ſuſpeCted in 
all my Concerns; that by- this _—_ 
c 
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he might deprive me of fo conſidera- 
ble a Support: there 15 nothing fo innos 
cent, bur is poyloned, to maintain and 

carry on fo deteſtable a Caiumny ; they 
produced Letters in veric, for wait of 
other Evidences: 

Polterity ( if happily any thing of 
our buſineſs does rcach it ) will hardly 
believe that a man of my brothers 
Gravity ſhould be examine! upur In- 
terrogatories about ſuch 1 ritics ; and 
that they ſhould be ſeriouſly ditculled. 
before ſo grave a Bench: That they 
ſhould-make ſuch a deteſtable uſe of 
ſo innocent a Commerce of Wit and 
Fancy, betwixt perſons fo nearly Re- 
lated : To conclude, T hat the Eſtcem 
and Friendſhip I had for a Brother 
of a Deſert and Merit fo well known, 
and fo juſtly dne to Iim, and who 
loved me intirely well, ſhould be made 
uſe of, as an unjuſt Preterce, and Cou- 
lour for ſo Black and ſo Cruel a Deta- 
mation, 

It will be hard to find ffranger Ex- 
amples of the Misfortunes of a Pers 
{: n of my Quality, Sex, and Age. 

The molt Sacred yes of Nature and 
Reaſon, become the moſt horrible 
Crimes 
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Crimes when Jealouſtc and Envy comes 
to deſcant upon them : and there is 
nothing impoſſible to a man.that makes 
Profeſſion of Piety and Devotion, 
rather than he ſhall be thought in the 
wrong ; the molt Innocent and Up- 
Tight Perſons in the World, ſhall be 
thought the moſt Infamous, and the 
moſt Abominable. I may perhaps be 
thought in Paſlion; but the Remem- 
brance of fo barbarous a Wrong, and 
ſo cruel Uſage, has run me into a Su- 
perſluous Digreſſion. For, it is very 
difficult to keep an even Temper in 
relating {ſuch Sad and Lamentable 
Things: 

Nor is it eaſfie to leave Wondring 
that Pcople ſhould be ſo malicious as 
to tax me with a buiineſs ſo known 
to the World, as the Friendſhip and 
Union that was betwixt my Silter 
- Conſtable, my Brother, and my 
Selt. 

The whole Court of France have 
ſeen a Letter, which he writ from 
Rame ſome time after our Marriages, 
wherein he repreſents to one of his 
Friends, his Happineſs in having two 
Siſters whom he loved ſo well, living 

in 
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in two of the Greateſt and moſt Fa- 
mous Cities of the World, Rome 
and Par:s, He ended his Letter with 
theſe two Vcrlies : 


And thus I pals my dpys in great 
Delight, 

With Wiſe Mary, a#d4 Hortenſia 
Briont, 


It is not unlikely , but that Mon- 
ſieur Mazarine would have made ulc 
of theſe Verſes, in his Suit, if my 
Siſter ( whom he endeavourct to gain, 
and ſet againſt me ) had not been con- 
cerned in them as well as I : For, they 
are) at leaſt, as Criminal and Faulty 
as the other Letter, of which he made 
uſe. My Brother writ me that other 
Letter to St. Germmze, where I was 
ſome days, aftcr Monheur 41izorine 
had cauſed the Stage to be thrown 
down , which I rold you 1 had ordered 
to be ſet up in my Apartmenc. It be- 
gun thus : 


Thou art in thy hind wit:out Com- 
pare, 

Chaſter thaz Lucrece , thi Venus 
more f air. He 
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He continues 1t with returning me 
Thanks for writing to him, and giviig 
me an account of his Health ; and at- 
ter, he gocs on thus : 


damiiable Rout, 

He frets, and be fumes, and hd 
wand:rs about b 

And all to enquire his Dear Maza- 


Know then, your kind Duke makes 4 } 


rine 0zt. 

He came th* other Night in 4a Lunatick 
R ave, 

And tld me the 1 razical Fate of your 
Stage, 

The Duke of Navaille, that withered 
ſad Drivel, 


Whoſe Ghaſtly wild Looks would half 
frioht the Devil, 

To aſſiſt your Good-man comes Thun- 
aPring Pell-mell, 

And with Noiſe, and with Nonſenſe 
upon me he fell, 

They both joy?d th? Chorus , and 0- 
pening ther Throats, 

As lond as they could, with their 
damwad Screetch-Owle Notes, 

They tryd me and teiz2d for a whole 
hour long 4 

And 
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And hits dear Mazarine was the Bure 
then Oth* Song, 

Your Hettoring Spouſe, like a Sara= 
zen, ſtares , 
Looks big, and all that, 
Maker he ſmears , 
Hel ſeize you by Force, when &er he 
meets You. . 
And when in his Clutches but once 
more he gets you, 

For all your Brish, Champions hel care 
not a Rope ; 

Fel keep you in Spient of King, Em- 
perour, or Pope, 

H:s Servant Polaſtron bas rffer*d his 
Aid, 

To joyn in the Plot ,-to have you be- 
tray'd. 

Has Sworn his Allegiance the better to 
Warrant 

Himſelf a true Squire to yeur new:made 
Kmoht Errant. 

In this extream Danger , till the 
Tempeſt is Ore, 

The Protettion of Lewis, 1 adviſe yor 
1mplore, 

In all this diſtreſs of his Friendſhip 
make tryal ; 

And ſhiclded by his .great Aithority 
Koyal 0 1] on 


and bys 
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You need fear no It, Towl- be [afely 
ſecurd, 

Again#t an Ungrateful and Paroae 
rous Lord. 


The reſt is nothing. As I was ſhew- 
ing this Letter to ſome of my Friends 
at Court, the Count of Grammon came 
and ſnatched it out of my hands, and 
carried It to the King ; it was read 
publickly before Him, and there was 
none of all the Court that was any way 
icandalized at it, but one of the Kings 
Chyrurglions , named Eliam : This 
man, who in Appcarance was 7zZea- 
lous for his Patients, hearing theſe 
Words, 


# be Duke of Navaille , that withc;*d 
Jad Drivel, 


could not contain himſelf from inter 
rupting them , and ſaying, That was 
nothing ; for he w.s ſhurtly to be Purged, 
And yet it was upon ſuch Convincing 
Proofs as theſe, That Monſi. Hazarine 
obtained an Order of Parliament, to 
Arrelt me in any place where he 
ſhould find me, 

All 
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All my Friends, at the ſame time, 
Signed a Paper to him, joyntly pray- 
ing Monſieur the Conſtable not to re- 
ceive me into his Houſe; hurt he laugh- 
ed at their Folly. And they bad likewiſe 
ſent with them theſe other ſcandalous 
Letters. There came .to me at the 
ſame time a particular Courier from 
the Counteſs, to excuſe her ſclf to me 
about this ; but by word of mouth on- 
ly 


I confeſs my Conſtancy was not of 
ſtrength enough to receive {o great a 
Shock of ſo many Afflictions to, ether. 
I fell into a deep Melanchollv, and! 
theſe kind of proceedings leaving me 
no hope of an Accommodation) I let. 
off the Thoughts of going to Bruxelles, 
Hereupon my Brother arrives ; and 
inſtead of Comforting me, ke began a- 
nother Perſecution againſt me, ſo muc!: 
the more Cruel, becauſe it had tuch a 
Specious Foundation, 

It was agreed, that Conrvevii ſhould be 
ſent back as ſoon as 1 came to 41:11, 
Burt he having underſtood the Crim'- 
nal Proceſs that was begun at P.r:s, in 
which he was made a party ; he threw 
himlelf at my Feet, and repretenred 

þ to 
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to me, That he could not return to his 
Matter, without carrying his Head to a 
Scaffold, and that having not whereby 
to ſubſiſt any where elſe, be (huld be ut- 
terly ruined if I diſcharged him my ſer- 
vice. This Gentleman had been ſo 
ſerviceable to me in my greateſt Neceſ- 
ſities, that I believed I could not a- 
bandon him without extream ingra- 
titude;z therefore I palled my word to 
him that / would not put him away, 
as long as he would pleaſe to ſtay with 
me. And the cruel Diſpleaſures which 
/ reccived for having kept him, have 
not yet perſwaded me that 7 ought 
not to have given him my word to con- 
tinuc him in my Service- 

Narciſſus and Nano enraged, be- 
cauie [ kept him-, told my Brother 
that he talked infſlently of him; 
what they alledged he had ſaid was 
likely enough ; my Brother believed 
them, and would have me turn him 
away : But as / knew who it was that 
had done him this ill Office , / could 
neither believe it, nor diſchage him. 
But my Reſolution to keep him, drove 
Naraſſus and Nanon into deſpair ; at 
laſt the beſt Expedient they could find 

to 
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to force me to ſatisfic their deſire, was 
to give out that Courbevil was in love 
with me, 

My Brother, who would ſeem igno- 
rant of theſe ſervices, and of the Pro: 
miſe -/ gave him, and the Obligations 
7 owed to this man, becauſe he believ- 
ed himſelf aftronted by him, and be- 
ing accuſtomed to receive no Denyal 
from me, was afraid there was ſome- 
thing extraordinary in my Obſtinacy 
not to diſmiſs him : and was confirm: 
ed in this Opinion, when after highly 
repreſenting to me the Report that 
was ſpread abroad, he ſaw / would 
not yield to part with him. This ri- 
diculous Calumny inſtead of convin- 
cing, did rather exaſperate me : And 
7 was fo neerly touched to find he gave 
Credit to it, that / could no longer 
endure him. The Conſtable and my 
Siſter were firſt of my ſide, againlt 
him ; bur they too turned to his ſide 
at laſt. Then there was nothing but 
tending and proving betwixt us four, 
and 7 was ſtill in rhe fault; and they 
juſtifyed themſelves at my Colt. 

This kind of Life, full of Vexati- 
ons and Reſentments, againit a Bro- 

F & ther 
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ther and a Siſter whom I loved ſo dear- 
ly , and whoſe Society alu1e I thought 
ſufficient to make me happy > made 
me at laſt, though Iate, to compre- 
hend that we mult ſet our Hearts upon 
nothing inthis World. 

In the midſt of theſe Diſquiets we 
came to Yenis, where the Conſtable 
was not well at his eaſe, becauſe per- 
haps he ſaw my Siſter was too well 
pleaſed to be there. He promiſed me 
great matters to induce me to go ta 
Kome; That be would inoage his Holy- 
neſs ſhould protett me, and that he would 
omit nothing to divert me from the deep 
Melancholly he ſaw me inclined to. 
Seeing my ſelf ſo cruelly perſecuted by 
my Brother, I thought it convenient, 
by my Complaiſance, to manage the 
Conſtables Kindneſs. We went all 
to Szenne, to Cardinal Chigies ; from 
whence, after three Weeks ſtay there, 
my Brother having fallen out with us, 
returned to Yems without taking leave 
of us, and we ſteered our courſe tou- 
wards Rome; where the heats were 
ſo cxceſlive, that we were forced to 
retire ſor ſix wecks to Marine, a houſe 


of Pleaſure, belonging to my Bro- 
therz 
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ther - in - Law, the Conſtable. 

About the time we returned to 
Rome, my Brother came thither with 
a Gentleman belonging to Monſieur 
de Rohan, to cauſe ( as I have been told) 
Courbcvil to be ailaſſinated- I have 
been informed that Courbevil finding 
himſelf extream i!] at Yenice, he be- 
lieved himiclf Poyſoned ; and in this 
Belief he writ terrible Letters to Pa- 
715 agalalt my Brother : and Monſieur 
De Rohan, whom he believed of Intel- 
ligence with my Brother to have him 
turned out of my Service; that 
theſe Letters falling into Monſieur De 
Robar”s hands, he ſent them back to my 
Brother, deſiring him to Chaſtiſe Cour- 
bevil according to his Deſerts- The 
indiſcretion of this Corbevil, and the 
unpleaſing Noiſe this Bnſineſs made in 
the World, together with the deſire I 
had to be at quier, made me reſolve at 
laſt to diſcharge Combevil;, not doubt- 
ing but he would willingly acquit me 
of my Promiſe which 1 had given 
him. 

My Requeſt to the Preſident of 
Champlaſtreux his Son, who did nego- 
tiate betwixt my Brother and me, 

E 3 was, 


84 The Memoires of the 


was, That he ſhould not preſs me with ſo 
puxch Imperionſreſs to this Deferrence ;, 
end that 1 might be allowed to o0 and [o: 
{ourne with my Aunt Martinozzi. An 
Hour before Courbevil was to leave 
my Houlſe,my Auit being already come 
to carry me with her, my Siſter was 
in ſuch in rage becauſe / would no long; 
er {tay at her houſe , that ſhe begun to 
play upon him before me , and to ask 
him, it he would not once morc 
move me and periwade me to let him 
ſtay yet at this time * The man being in 
d:ſpair for his going away, anſwered 
hr hercely, That if ] did not command 
him to g0 be would not, arid that be ca- 
red for ume thre but me, She bad him 
ro vet him gouc, and that be ſbould un- 
ae. jtand what it was to ſpeak to her in 
her own Pallace with ſo little Reſpect. 
He went out 1n a great Fury, and / 
had reaſon to bclieve that there was 
{mc miſchicf intended againſt him 3 
and therefore thinking my ſelf bound 
to ſave his Life, I had him along with 
ime to my Uncles Houſe, the Cardinal! 
Aacii , from thence 1 went to my 
Aunt's Houſe, where I ſtaid ſome time 
thut cloſe up as in a Priſon. : 

<4, 
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As Melancholly as 1 was, I could not: 
hold Laughing at the Requeſt ſhe made 
me, to dance the Marraſſin Dance to 
the Sound of my Guirar . to divert 
me from Sadneſs, I know not whe- 
ther it was this my Refuſe that did 
exaſperate her againſt me; but one 
day as I was at the Window, ſhe 
commanded me very roughly to get 
me from: thence, 1hat it was not the 
cuſtome at Rome to ſtand looking ot at 
Windows, Another time as I ſtood at 
it; ſhe ſent me her Ghoſtly Father to tell 
me That ſhe would cauſe me to be baled 
from it. by force. This Monk was ſo 
inſolent in the delivery of his mellage, 
that the ' Tears guſhed out of my 
Eyes. Cardinal Chiyzes Gentleman 
of the Horſe, who was managing of 
Horſes before the Houſe, hearing me 
complain, came up to offer me his 
Service, but when 1 ſaw him, I had 
no power to fay any more. For 
all that, he went and told his Lord, 
That I had mneuther eat nor drank mM 
two dayes. Cardinal Chioze was trou- 
bled at it, and pittied my condition ; 
and Cardinal Mancini telling him, that 
Monſieur Mazarine deſired 1 would Re- 

F 4 tire 
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tire ſor fiftcen Days into a Monaſtery, 
wherein there Was a Siſter of Carcinal 
Mazarines; I took him at his Word. 
My Brother and Siſter ſceing the 
Deplorable State in which I was, be- 
gan to reltlect upon their paſſed uſage 
to me, and could not be quiet until 
I had pardoned them. 

But | would not conſent that my 
Brother ſhould ſee me, yet at lall they 
overcome me in this too; and though 
I ſaw that their Repentance could not 
redreſs the Injuries they had done my 
Reputation, the ealineſs of my Nature 
carried me to yield even this time, 
notwithſtanding the juſt cauſe of In- 
U12ation Which I had againſt them. 
I confeſs my Heart hardens at the 
\clation- I know nothing ſo Cruel 
in ones Life, as to ſee thoſe People 
come boldly to us that have done us 
unpardonable Injuries. It is enough 
to be mortally affronted by them, with- 
out being perſecuted with their Repen- 
Lance too. | 

This RefleCtion, with many others, 
which I had occation to make in ny 
receſs made me reſolve to return int” 
F; aiice, and to throw my ſelf at Mun- 

ſieur 
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ſfieur Mazarines Feet. and rather truſt 
to his Mercy without Capitulating, 
than to remain ſtil] expoſed to as maz 
ny more irkſome, and heart breaking 
adventures, as I had already run 
through. I made my Aunt Atarti- 
402.24 to write to the Princelſe of 
Conty her Daughter about it, and I 
was Preparing to be gon as ſeon as 
the Anſwer was come, ſome few Days 
after Conrvevil found means to let me 
underſtand » That after he had been 
ſeme Dayes kept cloſe at Cardinal 
Mancinies>» he was conveyed to Civita 
Vetchia, where he had been a Priſoner 
for ſix Withs * and where ue was like to 
remain (as he ſent me word, long e- 
nough ) unleſs I would pleaſe tro have 
the ocodneſs to folicite for him, Though 
I kad reaſon never more 'to concern 
my ſelf with him;. yet becauſe I 
would not leave my Work imperfect, 
I begged his Liberty of Frarciſco Viz= 
cenz,o Roſpiolinſi, the Popes Nephew, 
who thereupon commanded his In- 
largement. 

In the interim , the time which I was 
to ſtay in the Convent being elaſped, 
Cardinal A1ancint made anſwer to the 

IN» 
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inſtances ; my Siſter, unknown to me, 
had uſed to get me out of the Mona- 
ſtery, 1hat he adviſed me to ſtay there | 
a. little longer, becarſe it would be ad- 
vantagions for me, that the Anſwer 
which was expcted out of France ſhould 
{1d me there; Ard this Anſwer was, 
That aftr I bad remained two years 
12 that Monaſtery, Monſ. Mazarine 
would conſider what he ſhould do with 
me. 

Cardinal Afancin: by all means 
would have me ſubmit to this Condi- 
tion; and truly in the great affliction 
of mind into which Monſ. Mazarines 
Harſhneſs had caſt me, I might have 
been perſwaded to any thing : But my 
Siſter would nor let me ſtay there by 
no means ; ſhe canſed the Queen 
of Sweden to be ſolicited to that 
end, who gave me her promiſe to re- 
ceive me into her houſe, all the diffi: 
culty was, how 1 ſhould make my E- 
icape, 

My Siſter came to ſee me that After- 
noon 4 intended it; and as we were 
packing up to be gone, and that Nano? 
was grown as broad as ſhe was long, 
with the Fardles, that ſhe had put 

round 
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round about her, every where under : 
her cloaths 3 we had intellLgence, that 
the Queen of Sweden , by the Advice 
- of her Counlel, had retracted the 
Promiſe ſhe had given me, How un- 
welcome ſoever this News was, 
it was reſolved I ſhould 'make my 
Eſcape. 

My Silter began to take her leave to 
be gone, and 1 making as it 1 would 
wait upon her down ſtairs; my Aunt 
Mazurine ned all the Arguments ſhe 
had to oblige me to ltay uw my Cham- 
ber, becauſe 7 had been ill a long time ; 
but 1 was not to commit {uch an Er« 
rour. 

My Siſters Children, not having the 
Liberty of coming within the Cloyſter, 
as ſhe had, and were brought that day 
ON purpoſe to amuſe my Aunt in the 
Parlour ; that we might not be peſtred 
with her, ſtayed for her at the Door, 
which as ſoon as the Abbeſs came to 
open , Nano! threw her ſelf out of 
It, as it were with joy, to make much of 
them, and I after her. As they had no 
{ſuſpicion of our Deſign, the Lady 
Abbeſs durſt not ſtay me by force , 
nor had ſhe much time to conſi _ 

(0 
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- of it, for I was immediately got in- 
to my Siſters Coach, and fo drive a» , 
way. 

My Siſter had the priviledge, of car- 
ring a certain number of Women with 
her into the Cloyſter, as often as ſhe 
came thither ; my Aunt through vex- 

tion and anger {topped two of them), 
that came in with her that day, though 
they were no way privy to our Plot : 
my poor old Aunt took the matter 
ſo much to heart, that ſhe dyed 
within few Daycs after, of the Diſ- 
pleaſure ſhe had taken for my E- 
icape- 

We cauſed the Coach to drive 
ſtreight to Cardinal Chigzes, to im- 
plore his Protection, but we found 
him not ; he came a little after to my 
Siſters, and ſeemed very cold in the 
matter, fearing the Popes Diſplea- 
ſure ; but His Holineſs made this An- 
ſwer to Cardinal Aarcinies complaint, 
Tat if be had known that I was kept 
againſt my Will in the Convent, he 
world have come himſelf to fetch me out. 

Not being able yet to reſolve to live 
in my Siſters houſe, I went to lodge in 
the ſtreet called dz Cours in our pater- 

nal 
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nal Houſe, where the Roman Accada- 
my was ever kept. Cardinal Marcin 
was ſo angry at it, that he turned one 
of his Siſters out of the Houſe, who 
would have incommoded me it ſhe 
had ſtaid : But he ſoon after took the 
Opportunity of my abſence, being 
gone to Marrine, (to my brother-in- 
laws) to ſeize, and take poſſeſſion of 
the Houſe : So that, I was forced at 
my return to take another. 

I was at length reduced topawn my 
Jewels for my Subliſtance: I had bor- 
rowed but three thouſand Crowns up- 
on them, when | was informed the 
man that lent ir me was in danger of 
breaking. But when 1 went to Re- 
deem them, I found that Madam 
Martinozzi had prevented me, and 
paid the money, but would not return 
the Jewels. Whereupon the Conſta- 
ble of Collowa taking no notice of her 
having them, prevailed fo by his Au: 
thority and 'l hreats to this man, that 
he was forced to get them back from 
her 3 ſince he was not to let any Body 
have them, but thoſe that put them 
into. his hands. 

Monſieur 4azarine was Writ to, to 

redeen} 
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redcem them; but he made anſwer, 
That there they ſhould Stay for him, 
that I might be deprived of all wayes 
to ſubſiſt, the better to rediice me to my 
Duty, 

I was neceſſitated to let one Grillor , 
a great Friend to my Brother, and the 
Conſtable, lay down the. money they 
lay in for, which 7 repayed in ſome 
ſmall time after, 

The trouble of ſeeing my ſelf re- 
duced to the exigency of receiving Ob- 
ligations from people that might a- 
buſe me in my need, and the ſtrait I 
was in, made me alittle after reſolye 
to take a journey into France, to try 
to get a Penſion of Monſieur Maza: 
THE, 

[ went with my Brother > who was 
g0ing to be married to Madamoiſel 
De T:iange: And it is to this Alliance 
that I owe the good Succeſs of my 
Voyage. We were neer fix months 
upon the Road ; when we were come 
to the Frontiers, we concluded that he 
ſhould go before, and that 7 ſhould 
ſtay behind, untill he had taken the 
care that was neceſſary for my Securi- 
ty in France, But our Friends having 

given 
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2iven us an account of the Diſaſter of 
the poor Statues that were in the Pal: 
lace Mazarine, and that the Conjunc- 
ture ſeemed favourable, we went 
together as far as Nevers, where he 
leit me, and went on towards the 
Court in compar yy with G7:/3z who 0+ 
vertook us at Ally. 

As ſoon as Monlicur A:tarine un- 
deritood that we were upon the Road 
coming into Fraxce, he font Pulaſtron, 
Captain of his Guards to inform him- 
ſelf exattly of the Couric of Life we 
lead, who raiſcd all the Sherifis and 
Provoſts about Nevers, to be aiding 
and alliſting to the Commillary, who 
came to put the Order of Parliament 
in Execution; whereby they werc 
Authorized to Seize and Arreſt me. 
My Brother having complained to 
the King of this proceeding, His Ma: 
jeſty was in the mind to have ſent for 
me by his Authority ; but Monſieur 
Cclyert judging, it more {for my Ad- 
vantage to manage Monheur A7azariic 
as much as was pollivle. The King ſent 
him Command to ligne an Order or 
Appointment thar | might come quiet- 
ly to my Agreement; which he did 

with 
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with Tears in his Eyes; perceiving 
that if he did not do it, the King 
would proceed further in my be- 
= | 
This Order came luckily to Nevers 
the ſame day that Monſieur Palluar, 
Counſeller of the Great Chamber, came 
thither to Arreſt me. I received like: 
wiſe at the ſame time Command to 
come to the Lys: my Brother was 
married the ſame day that I arrived. 
Whilſt I was there, Montteur Maza- 
rine ſent to make ſeveral Overtures 
. of Agreement with me z but it was by 
the mediation of a wretched ſort of 
People, in whom I could place no Con- 
tidence, or without giving me any Aſ- 
ſurance, that he would ſtand to any 
thing that ſhould be agreed upon. He - 
told the King , 1hat my Brother kept 
me off” from coming to any Accord, and 
that he governed me with a Tyrannical 
Authority ; and that if T did not ſtand ſo 
much ia Awe of him, I ſhould be much 
zaore Terattable. The King to clear this 
Doubt, ſent for me thre: months after, 
by Madam Bellinzani, with an Officer, 
and ſome of his Guards, in Madam 
Colbert's Coach; for , my — 
ha 


Dutcheſs Mazarin- og 


had begged of the King that 7 ſhould 
lodge at Madam Cotvert*'s Houſe, as 
a place where none ſhould be permit» 
ted to force me to diſſemble my 
Thoughts, Two or three days after, 
he commanded I ſhould wait upon 


him at Madam De Mont Eſpar's - 


Houſe. 
I ſhall never forget his Goodneſs 


towards me ; He prayed me to con- 
ſider, That if he had not done better for 
me hitherto, 1t was my own Condutt that 
hindered im, and took from him the 
means ; That I ſhould truly tell him what 
1 would have done ;, That if I was abſo- 
lutely reſolved to return again unto Italy, 
he would cauſe a Penſion of four and 
ewenty thouſand livers to be ſetled upon 
. me: But that he adviſed me to Stay, 
That be would make my Agreement as 
advantagious for me as I could deſire ; 
that I ſhould not be obliged to follow 
Monſieur Mazarine in any of his Four- 
weys ; that he ſhould have nothing #0 
do with my Domeſticks , And that if 
his Careſſes were odious to me, I ſhould 
not be compelled to ſuffer them preſently ;; 
that he gave me until the text day to 
conſidar of it, and give him my An- 
ſwer, G I 
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I could eaſily. have given him then 
the ſame Anſwer I made to him the 
next day z which was, 7 hat I could not 
conſent to return to Monſieur Mazarine, 
after having endeavoured to ruine- m 
Keputation, as he had done; and after 


refuſing to receive me, when I ſent him 


offers from Rome to throw my ſelf in- 
to his Arms, without any Capitulation or 
bartering for Conditions, at a time when 
be knew me reduced to the laſt Extre- 
mities of Want, and neceſſity : That in 
deſpite of all the Precautions that 
ſhould be taken againſt the Capriciouſ= 
neſs of his Humor , I ſheuld be put to 
ſuffer. a hundred little Injuries, with 
which, it would be very unfit to 1mpor- 
tune His Majeffty upon all Occaſions. 
That I accepted of the Penſion with an 
humble and hearty Acknowledgment of 
His Majeſties great Favour there= 
mn, 
After ſuch juſt and lawful Reaſons, 
you will be ſurpriſed to hear that the 
World condemned my Reſolution 
Extreamly; but the Deſcants of 
Courtiers are very different from 0- 
ther men's Judgments.. Amongſt o- 
thers, Madam De Monteſpan, and _ 

hs am 


Dutcheſs Marzarin. 97. 


dam Colberr, uſed all their beſt Ar- 
guments to perſwade me to ſtay ; and 
Monſieur De Lauzun asked me, What 
1 intended to do with my two thouſand 
four hundred Livers * That 1 ſhould 
Jquander them away at the firſt Im I 
Came to, and that 1 ſhould be compelled 
to come afterward with Shame and Con- 
fuſion to ask, for more, which would not 
be granted me. But he did not know; 
that my Wants had taught me how to 
husband my Mony. Not but that 1 
perceived it was a thing almoſt impoſ- 
ſible, long to ſubſiſt handſomly upon 
this inconliderable Allowance. 

But beſides that, I could get no 
more ; and that Monſieur ' Maize 
would not let me live at Par:zs without 
his being with me ; I thought I might, 
with this help, gain time to take other 
meaſures, 

Monſieur /1azarine wanting other 
matter to beſpatter my Cartiage, told 
the King That / was makings me a Ca- 
ſack to go dreſſed in man's Apparel. 
But his Majeſty was pleaſed to tell 
him, That he durſt paſs his ord, that 
I intended no ſuch thing. | 

Madam Belinz.any, had ordcr with 

'# &+ - an 
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an Exempt of his Guards to condua 
me to Kome, and to have two of 
His Guards to attend us to the Fron- 
tier. 

I received ſo many Civilities from 
the Duke of Savoy in my paſlage 
through Turin, that I even then took 
a Reſolution, if ever I came to leave 
Rome, to come and take up my Receſs 
in his Territories. 1 arrived at Kome 
three months after, and ſome time af- 
terwards Gr:illon came thither to plunge 
me, in ſpight of all could do, into 
new Troubles. 

I had made a Reſolution to receive 
no Viſits from any, during my abode 
in France : Grillon pretending he ought 
to be excepted, becauſe of the Ser- 
vice he had done me at Rome, in the 
Redeeming my Jewels ; preſently af- 
ter my Arrival there, came once to the 
Lys, in the Countelles company, to 
vilit me. But / never would ſee him 
after. His Reſentment for this Refu- 
ſal tranſported him beyond Belief. 

While I ſtayed for the Commiſlary 
at Nevers, my Brother's Steward, for 
my better Security, got me Lodgings 


in one of the Towers, of a Convent 
that 
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that was joyning to the Caſtle ; and 
having but few Servants left me , he 
preferred to me one of my Brother's 
Guards , who had been turned out for 
ſome ſlight Faulr. 

This man was very diligent in his 
place, to induce me to beg his Pardon, 
in hope of which , I let him follow 
me to the Lys. A Raſcal, a Cook 
of mine, to pleaſe Grilloz, who had 
bribed him, goes and tells him, Thar 
this Wretch was very Officious , and en: 
deavoured to render himſelf neceſſary 
about me ; and that he had ſometimes in- 
. greſs into the Convent, Grillon, with: 
out further Examination, reports this 
Story all about, to that height , that 
when I came to Paris, Madam Co!: 
bert would not let this man ſtay in my 
Service within her Doors. 

Judge you in what amazement I was 
in, when I underſtood this Story, and 
with what Promptneſs I diſcharged 
my new Officer, and what my Reſent- 
ments, and juſt indignation againſt this 
wicked Grillows villany was; and whe- 
ther I was not ſurprized, as I paſſed 
through Lyons, to ſee him have the im- 
pudence to offer to come again into 

G 3 my 
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my ſight , under the pretence of bring- 
ing me a Letter from my Brother , to 
beg / would forget all. The indiffe- 
rence and neglect I ſhewed him then, 
enraged him more than ever. 

When he came to Kome, he under- 
ſtood that Monſieur de Mar/an came 
ſometimes to ſee me ; and after a 
Thouſand ridiculous Extravagancies 
that paſled betwixt them, they had ar 
Jalt that idle Quarrel which you have 
heard of, wherein, without much hurt 
Lo one another, they had the pleaſure 
once more to make me the ſubject of 
peoples talk. Sometime after this, 
my Siſter determined to retire into 
France , pretending ſeveral Cauſes of 
Complaint againſt the Conſtable ; ir 
would be too tedious to relate the Ar- 
£guments I uſed ro diſlwade her from 
this Journey , the diſpleaſures the like 
reſolution-had drawn me into , made 
mc more eloquent, bur to no purpoſe ; 
tor the ſame” Stars, or their influences, 
that drove me into /raly, drew her 
into France. 

As ſhe was always ſure of me, ſhe 
made no, difficulty , to draw mein to 
be of the party ; and becauſe /{ had 

no 
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no tie at Rome when ſhe was not there, 
and that I believed I ſhould leſſen the 
dangers ſhe was to rut: through, by 
partaking and ſharing them with her, 
I did not ſtick to follow her. I only 
repreſented to her, how I ſhould be for- 
ced to leave her as ſoon as we were Arri- 
ved in France. Nothing was © prie- 
vous to her, as this inavoidable necef- 
ſity, and nothing perſwaded me more 
to yield to the force of her Reaſons, 
than to ſee that they brought her to con: 
ſent to our ſeparation. 

The Chevalier of Lorrain owed her 
greater obligations than to fail to ſerve 
her in this occaſion ; for ſhe quarrelPd 
with al] Rome,upon his and his Brothers 
account; they were welcome in no houſe 
in Rome but at hers; and ſhe had de- 
clared her ſelf for them in very nice 
points againſt Cardinal Chig: and the 
Conſtable himſelf. Yet for all this ſhe 
received no other Service from them, 
but huge and mighty promiſes of 
what they would do for her by their 
Credit in Fraxce ; nor did they per- 
form in that neither : 'as for her deſign 
the Chevalier thought it ſufficient to 
tell her 3 7 hat if ſhe had no bodies Advice 

GC 4. ro 
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to guide ber but ber own , he ſhould be 
much concerned for her , but that ſince 
Madam Mazarine was of her Counſel, 
fhe might reſt upon ber Condutt, ſince ſhe 
had more Wit , and more Courage than 
was needful for a much more hazar- 

dous Enterprize, ag 
He little thought then that he ſhould 
be called back into France ſo ſoon as he 
was; if he had done what he ought, 
we ſhould have been there long before 
him ; and people would not have had 
occaſion to ſay that we followed him: 
but my Siſter, who relied wholly upon 
him, was forced to put oft her Jour- 
ney when ſhe ſaw her ſelf left in the 
Lurch by him. After his departure 
for France, ſhe broke her mind toano- 
ther Perſon of Eminent Quality, whom 
ſhe believed her friend , becauſe ſhe 
had by her kindneſs and Fayours obli- 
ged him to be ſo. But he only told 
her, 1hat the Chevalier of Lorraine 
ought to have helped her upon this occaſs- 
07, ' He asked me what I intended to 
do with my ſelf, and whether I had 
perſwaded my Siſter to this Voyage ? 
He can yet juſtifie, that I made him this 
Anſwer : {hat I did not; that | kruew 
I 
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I could not ſtay in France, neither was wy 
intention at all to. come there but under 
the Prote&ion of a Paſſport , which the 
King of France ſent my Siſter for her 
Self and her Retinue ;, and that my 
Deſign mas to retire into Savoy y as 
ſoon as I left her in a place of Safe- 
ty. In fine, having taken all the pre- 
caution that humane prudence could 
think of, againſt any hazard that might 
befal us in France, we order'd a 
Barque to attend us at Civita-vetchia, 
And upon a very fine Day in May, the 
Conſtable having told us at Dinner,that 
he was to go twelve miles from Rome, 
to ſee his Stud, and that if he did not 
come home before it was late, we 
ſhould not look for him that Night. 
My Siſter would needs lay hold upon 
this occaſion, though we had nothin 

in readineſs to be gone, We left 
word that we were going to Freſca- 
ti, and ſo took onely one of her 
Maids, and ANanon' dreſſed in Man's 
Apparel, as we were under our own 
Cloaths in my Coach - We came to 
C:vita - Vetchia, about two of the 
Clock in the Morning , when all the 
Gates were ſhut; ſo that , we were 
forced 
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forced to drive into the middle of a 
thick Wood, there to wait until our 
Bark were found. 

My Groom of the Chambers, who 
took upon him to guide us, having 
run up and down agreat while with- 
out. finding it, was fain to hire another, 
which he found there, for a Thou- 
ſand Crowns: 

While he was thus imployed , my 
Poſtilion impatient of hearing no Ti- 
dinzs one way or other, took one of 
the Coach-Horſes, and had the Luck 
to meet with our own Barque, But 
it was late when he came back : We 
were fain to walk five Mile afoot to 
came to it ; and ſo got on board a- 
bout three of the Clock , without ha- 
ving eaten or drunk ſince we left 
Rome, 

Our chiefeſt happineſs was, that we 
fell intathe hands of a very honeſt and 
underſtanding Maſter ; any other but 
him, would have thrown us over- 
board, after taking what he had, from 
us ; for, he perceived as ſoon as he 
ſaw us, that we were no Beggars 
and told us as much- His Crew asked 
us, If we had not kilPd the Pope? To 

ſhew 
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ſhew you how skilful he was, he ma- 
naged his Way ſo well, that we came 
in eight days to Cute in Province, 
where we landed atEleven a Clock ar 
Night. From thence, we arrived at 
Marſeiles, about hive in the morning, 
a Horſe-backz where we found the 
King's Orders, and the Paſt-ports, ar 
the Preſidents Houle. 

The Conſtable moſt luckily ſtayed 
three days away from Rome, and 
therefore it was late before he ſuſpett: 
ed the Truth. There was not a Fable 
ſo horrible to be invented by the 
Wickedneſs of man, but was reported 
of us ; to that Degree, that they gave 
it out, that we were fled into 1 urkey, 
inſomuch that the Conſtable was fain 
to beg of the Pope to Excommunicate 
all thoſe that ſhould intermeddle with 
or talk of us. He diſpatched four- 
teen Couriers ſo many ſeveral ways 
after us; and one of them made ſuch 
haſte , that he got to larſeiles before 
us. There came likewiſe thither a little 
after one belonging to him, of thoſe 
kind of men, whom they call Bravos 
in 1taly. 
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My Groom of the Chambers being 
gone I knew not whither, to get Ne- 
ceſſaries for his Journey to Paris, whi- 
ther my Siſter was to ſend him. And 
we four Women were by our ſelves 
without other Company), in that very 
Inn to which this man came to lodge. 
Nanon ſaw him firſt, and knew him 
preſently ; ſhe quickly gave us the A- 
larm ; we ſent immediately to the In- 
tendant, to pray him to ſend us ſome 
Guards, which he inſtantly did. My 
Groom of the Chamber coming back 
from the Town, was deſired by this 
man to let him ſpeak to us, which he 
did, very civilly exhorting us to return 
back to Rome ; but was glad to be gone 
thither himſelf, with the only Sarisfa- 
tion of having a Letter from my Si- 
ſter to his Maſter. 


This Adventure made us go to 
Lodge at the Intendant's Houſe, and 
from thence > ſome few days after 
wards, to Aix, where we ſtayed a 
Month, and whither Madam de Gr:g- 
an was ſo Charitable, as to ſend us 
ſome Shifts, adding, 7 hat we travelled 


like true Roman Heriones, with abun- 
dance 
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dance of Fewels , but no clean Linen, 
From thence, we went to Mirabean ; 
thence to Adonrpellier z Whence my 
Siſter went to Viſit Monſieur de Yar: 
des ; and from AAontpellicy to Mon 
frein, where I learnt that Polaſtron 
was hard by coming from Paris under 
pretence of being ſent by Monſieur 
Mazarine to Complement my Siſter ; 
but in truth, to cauſe me to be Ar- 
_ by Vertue of his damnable Or- 
cr- 

When I heard of his coming;,I walk- 
ed alone, away into-the Garden , a- 
mong the Fiſh-ponds to let him paſs 
by ; but when he found I was not 
with my Siſter, he would not ſtay, but 
pretends haſte to go on, thinking I was 
zone back , and ſo to overtake me 3 
but he was miſtaken ; for inſtead of 
following me » he went further from 
me. . 

Thence I parted for Arles, by wa- 
ter upon the Rhone ; from thence 
I went by Land to Aartignes ; and at- 
ter by Sea to Mice, and from Mice 
to Tarim, and fo on to Mommetl- 
lan, 


My 
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My Siſter having taken the neceſſary 
Orders for my Security, from Monſieur 
L? Eſdigmeres, ſent for me from Mom- 
meillan to Grenoble : To which place 
my Brother came to us, and ſtayed 
there with us ſeven or eight Days 3 
and ſome eight Days after we dire- 
ted our Journey to Lyons : And my 
Siſter taking the Road to Paris, I 
took that of Chambery ; where at 
laſt I found that Quiet, which I ſo long 
in vain had ſought for ; and where 
I have remained ever ſince > with 
much more Calmneſs and Tranquili: 
ty of mind, than a Woman as wretch- 
ed, and as unhappy as my ſelf ſhould 
hope to enjoy- 


— _— 


FINIS. 


POSTSCRIPT, 


—— —yY][cl”—— 


Reader, 


Bu: deſirous to make this Hiſtory 


compleat, I have indeavonred to ins 
form my ſelf of the Reaſons that in« 
auced the Dutcheſs of Mazarin to 

come for England (the French Edition \| 
baving given no further account of her Af- 
fairs, than till ber coming to reſide at 
Chambery) : The Motives, as 1 ar 
informed, are theſe: That during the 
Life of the late Duke of Savoy (in whoſe 
Territories ſhe then lyved with ſo much ſa- 
tisfattion, ſafety, and reſpeit) She had 
20 thoughts of removing from thence ;, but 
he being dead, ſhe did not judge her ſelf 
ſo ſecure, but that ſhe ought in prudence 
to find out ſome other place wherein ſhe 
might be at Covert from all the machina= 
tions of her Enemies : She therefore wiſe- 
ly caſt her eyes towards England, and 
conſiderir.g 
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*onſedering the ſcituation of that Country 
Jo near France, that from thence (be 
might very Commodiouſly ſollicit her buſi= + 
neſs in all peace and ſecurity ; reflefting 
likewiſe upon the Generoſity ef our King, 
who +s render*d by all thoſe that do him 
juſtice, to be a moſt obliging and com- 
paſſionate Prince to all that put themſelves 
rnder his Protett ion : of moreover, be- 
ing ſufficiently informed of the temper 0 
F a Nation, whoſe nature FE , 
not only to be civil and humain to all 
Strangers in general, but alſo to Love, 
Venerate, and pay all imaginable honours 
to perſons of worth and quality. 

Upon theſe conſiderations, ſhe reſolved 
upon her Voyage hither, where ſhe ſafely 
arrived in December laſt, and has been 
received by the Court of England with all 
the demonſtration of Honour and Civility 
due to her Vertues and Quality, 
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Return you again the Memoires 
you were pleaſed to ſend me, by « 
Meſſenger expreſs; fearing, leſt 
if 1 ſhould ſend them by ih Poſt, 

they might run the ſame hazard, and 
fell into the like Incenventencies, which 
at firſt brought them to your hands. If 
things ſo curious and well worth the in- 
rercepring, were to be found every time 
the Miniſters of State ſhould think fit 
ro open the Pacquets, / ſhould not 
much pitty the Commuſſaries trouble in 
executing their Orders, You had reaſon 
to believe, that after the manner 1 had 
ſpoken to you of Madam Mazarine, I 
ſhould be — to ſee her Hi- 
ſtory. It ſpeaks own Genius , and 
is like her ſelf alt over. | have particu- 

H larly 


112 The Letter. 


larly obſerved Twenty things mn this 
Relation , that none but her ſelf could 
think , or expreſs in the manner they 
are penn'd, 

Since you ſay you never ſaw her, 1 
will /arisfie your Curioſity by endeavour- 
ing to giv? you 4 rough draught of her 
Face, and ſhape of Body, 

She is one of thoſe lofey Roman Bea: 
rres',; no way like our Baby-viſaged, and 
Pupper-like Faces of France ; in whoſe 
Compoſitzon Nature -alone' triumphs over 
all thoſe Artificies and; Helps, which our 
painted Ladies makg. uſe of , to recom- 
mend themſelves, and their borrowed 
Graces to the doting World , and to: the 
filly Adulations of their: conceited Ado- 
Fees. ©: _ 

The Colour of '\her Eyes has no name ; 
it 15 netther blew, nor \gray » nor  a'to- 
gether black; but.a mixture of all three, 
which.participates of all the Excellence 
that 15 found in them ; they bave. the 
ſweerneſs of the blew, the brizkneſy of the 
gray, and above. al, the Fire «f the 
black; and* what. js more wonderful , 
You never ſaw. more lovely , and general- 
ly . more Fleaſant, and more apt to-en- 


flame, and yet nathing more ſeriqns, 
| more 
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more 'ſevere add © fteddly, when "hr 
Thoughts ere taken up with any Grave 
Subject, They are ſo lively, and ſo 
quith,, that when ſhe looks ſtedfaſtly up- 
0n any one, which ſhe rarely does,” they 
think ſhe jierces their very Souls, and 
fees into the very bottom of ther Hearts, 
They are large, well ſlit, and decently 
' rowling full of ſprightly life' and 
Fiie \, and yet , with all thiſe Beauties, 
thry have nothing of langusſhing nor 
Paſſionate ; as if Nature maliciouſly 
had contrived them, onely to give love 
and Vineration , and be ſuſceptible of 
none. 

Her Month is netther wide, nor very 
little ; but the motion of her lips are © 
very Graceful and; Charming ;, and the 
ſtrangeſt Mouths and Grimaſſes won- 
derfully becomes her, mhen ſhe imitates 
thoſe that make them, Her Smiles would 
ſoften the hardeſt Hearts, and. eaſe the 
heauieft ſadneſs of mind + they do al- 
moſk quite change the Ayr of her Face, 
which naturally is ſublime ard rave 
and ſpreads over it 4 certain Tinure if 
Sweerneſs and Mildneſs, that re-aſſures 
thoſe Hearts, which ber Charms had A- 
larmed, end inſpires them with that kind 
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of  unguiet Gladneſs , which 1s next of 
kin to a tender Jnclination. 
| So much for ber Momth and Eyes, 
which are the two chief Parts of ber 
Face, moſt expreſſive, and principally im- 
tant, to kindle a Flame and create 
Love; But the reſt are nothing leſs to 
be admired and adored. 

Hey. Noſe, which without doubt, is In- 
comparably well turned, and of a juſt 
Bugneſs, gives the Fi of her Conunte- 
naice, 4 Curious, Noble, and Lefty 
Ayre, which is snfinitly caking. The 
Tone of her Voice is ſo Harmenious 
and agreeable, that none can bear ber 
ſpeak,, without being | ſenſibly moved, 
' 1he Hue or Colour of her Skin, 4s 
Natarally moſt lively, and ſo delicately 


cleer, that 1 cannot believe, any man 


that views it with Curioſity, can juſtly de-, 


ny it to be whiter then the Driven 
now. 1hbe Colour of her Hair 1 ſhine- 
ing Black, but bas nothing of Harſh ; 
to ſee bow Naturally they Curls, and 
into what .fine Buckles they twine them- 
felves, as- ſoon as they are let looſe, 
would make us think without much belp 
of Portry, that they ſwelld with Pride ; 
and, as it were, inok a Glory in the Hy. 

nor 
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nor they haue to ſhade ſo lovely « Head - 
She has the fineft turned Face, that ever 
Limner fancied, or drew with Pen- 


The Proportion of ber Body, though 
freight and well framed, 1s nathing 
comparable to what it has been in dehi= 
eacy of ſhape, before ber cares made ber 
neglett it , and wear looſe Garments. 
And for all that, many would. favcy 
themfelves ſlender enough that were na 
grofſe than ſhe ftill is. This makes 

appear. lower * thaw ſhe is, thawoh in 
truth ſhe is of as becoming a beght,. 
as any Woman can well be mithout veong 
Ridiculous, | 
You ſball ſee her for fifteen days y_ 


ther, in as many ſeveral Head-dreſſes, 


without ' being able to diſtinguiſb which 
of them ſuits with her Face the beſt ;, and 
thoſe Dreſſes, which would make other Wo- 
men look like Witches, wonderfully be- 
come her ; ſo that no kind of Coiffing, or 
Head - geere, is wnbecoming . when ſhe: 
Wears it : the ſame thing 13 remarkable in 
her Clhaths, and Arture, you muff fee 
her lapped in « Night-Gown. t0 Fudge 
with more exattneſs of her, And it 1s 18 
this perſon alove that one truly, may ſay, 

H 3 that 


116 The Letter. 
that 'Art, though never ſo cunningly us 
ſed, and skilfully layed, can never equal 
Nature, 
Though ſhe loves Perfumes, Eſſences, 
and Aromatich Stents, ſhe never oarries 
any about her, which ſhcws wdeniably, 
that that ſweetneſs its natural to (her 
which coſts other Ladies ſo much panes 
and Charges. Ca 
I had almoſt forgot to ſpeak, of her 
Neck , her Arms and Hands; but let | 
it ſuffice, that they appear to have been 
made and fitted for the Face, And if 
we may Fudge by what we ſee, of what | 
we do not ſee, we may certainly couclude 
' that her Hucband after havins been the 
* happieſt man, is now the unnappieſt. in | 
the World, That ſhe is made as tocher | 
Body; \and of the Mind, you may Fuag, 
by what | am going to ſay. | 
- Being ſome time ſince at Roe, it 
was my chance to be ſpeaking of her af- 
ter the. manner ] heard her talked of at 
Paris, thar ſhe was a fine young Lady, 
extream handſome, but guiddy,” in:conſi- 
derate, and extravagantly Head:ſtrong, 
and good-natmr a even to Folly, Ai Ita: 
lian. fbat knew her, hearing me gave 
her ſuch. a Charatter, Langhed in my 
12 Eh Face | 
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Face after ſuch a manner that I was 
much (urpriſed at it 3; but would never 
let me know why, though I had very 
earneſtly urged him to tell me his Reaſon, 
As theſe people dive further into mens 
Natures to find their true and proper 
Charatter than we do in France, & this 
adventure gave me a great Curioſity t9 
ſee. her as I paſſed in my return from 
Rome by Chambery ; though I bad ne- 
ver much ſpoken. to her in Paris, yet ſhe 
knew me by ſight, \and by name. | 

I was at firſt ſurprized, not to percerve 
in her at my coming, that eagerneſs and 
exceſſive Deſire to hear News, which 1s 
ordinary to thoſe that live at a diſt ance 
from Court, when they ſee any that comes 
from thence, She received me as uncon- 
cerned, as the moſt indifferent Woman 
of the Country could do. And inftead 
of breaking my Head with Queſtions a- 
bout the People and Aﬀairs, which con: ' 
cerned her ſelf, she entertained me only up- 
on the account of my Journey, and other 
like. things, wherein none but my ſelf was 
concerned © I thought my ſelf bound in 
Crvility, to put her upon the Diſcourſe 
of her- Friends and Relations, in Rome 
ana Paris, ſince she oF her ſelf would 'n0t 
4 


ſtart 
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ſtart the Queſtion, 1 found that Subjef 
was net unpleaſing, by the Attention ſhe 
gave to what I ſaid upon it ;, ſhe ſpoke ci- 
willy of 'all People, and with a great deal. 
of Reſpett of her Husband ; but this 
Diſcourſe held no longer than I continu- 
ed it. She rarely asked any Queſtions, 
' and thoſe only which civility ſeemed 10 
oblige her to, 

either could I mark in her either Cu- 
rioſity or Inquiſuiveneſs. Wondering at 
her cold Indifference, I had a mind to 
put her upon the Diſcourſe of the things 
1 thought moſt ſenſible to her, but wah 
the Reſpe that was convenient, touch- 
ing ber Fame, and ber Fortune : But 
1 could never hear from her the leaſt 
Complaint, Ae thouzht I read ſome- 
thing of Madneſs in her Countenance, 
mhen her Reputation was in Debate. But 
for all other Matters, fhe ſeemed to think. 
that blind Goddeſs, Fortune, a fitter 
Objett of her Contempt, than Anger. Se- 
veral Perſons of Quality, of both Sexes 
came in while ] was there, and amon 
others, two or three Gentlemen that were 
of = Wit and Parts... 

be Ladies began to talk of the Nems 
of the Town; though the Dutches took 

X neither 
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neither ſides part, ſhe diſcourjed with the 
ſame Heat as others did ;, the Subjett of 
their Converſation was a Diſpme that 
was beews.xt two eminent men, whoſe Ir- 
tereſt was equally Great, and who ſhared 
moſt part of that Conntry betwixt them : 
She ent red upon the Particularities, which 
were told her of the Cauſes of their Di- 
viſion, meighed every little Circum- 
ſtance with ſuch nicety and inſight, as if 
ſhe bad not had two Millions for her 
Portion. 

The Gentlemen, whom 1 before men- 
tioned, altered the Diſcourſe, and turn- 
ed her, whether ſhe would or no, to talk o 
State: Aﬀairs, as moſk worthy of her 
Attention and Contemplation, After 
every Body had paſſed their Verdi&, ſhe 
was obliged in Complaiſance to ſpeak 
hers : thoſe that differed in Opinion from 
her, Vigorouſly urged their Reaſons : the 
Diſpnte grew hot. 'She never defended 
her Opimon, but with Reaſons, of which 
ſhe made thoſe, that had not declared 
themſelves again$t her, her Judges, And 1 
aſſure you 1 never heard any ſeat ſo nell, 
and with ſo much Submiſſion. T his ts what 1 
remarked mn this my firſt Viſit , and 
= I have obſerved ſince 8s as follow- 
ah, le 
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It 45 not tobe diſcerned of what Humour 
(h2 is ,, and to ſpeak properly, ſhe has 
move at all , for every individual Perſon 
that converſes with her, has cauſe to be= 
lieve ſbe is of his, She ts not Obſtinate- 
ly bent upon any thing, and it 1s 
aftonifhing to ſee her quit even thoſe. Di- 
vertiſcements, fhe ſeems the moſt pleaſed 
with, as freely as if ſhe were weary . of 
them : Whence it clearly appears, that she 
#s ampetuouſly carryed to no one thing, and 


 shews that this eaſinieſs of her Temper, 


e&rd Manners, does not proceed from 
Levity or Fickleneſs, but rather from a 
profound Indiff erence for all thoſe vari- 
ens Fancies, which troubles and dsſquiets 
the minds of most People. 

Her ſweetneſs and Humanity, which 
above all, adorn and grace ber Sex, ap- 
pear even in her moſt Robuſt Paſs-times : 
She is as much Miſtreſs of her Temper 
upon the Koad, or a Hunting, as in her 
Cloſet. The Calmneſs and Equality of 
ber Soul, is proof againſt all thoſe Oc- 
caſons which do ur ſettle and tranſport 
all others. She laugys at all thoſe Fiale« 
faddle fooling Amuſements to which 0- 
thers abandon themſelves, Some other 


Women bave done the ſame things that she 


does ; 
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ſhe does : But ſhe does them another 
way. 

All People converſe wm her Heuſe with 
a familiarity, full. of Zeal and Re- 
ſpect ; the which nevertheleſs would be 
to ber very incommode, and troubleſome, 
if ſhe were leſs good, or leſs oblsging. 
Though ſhe be natwally very reſerved, 
and loves to be retired, yet generally all 
the Hours of the Day, are publick, bewrs 
with her. The moſt private Receſſes of 
her Houſe are as open 10 thoſe that come 
into it, as the moſt common, and therefore 
it often happens that people come even to 
her wery Cloſet Dore when ſhe leaft 
expetts any. Fler Domeſticks, that 
ſee none come that are not as much de- 
voted to ber as themſelves, have mſenſs- 
bly uſed themſelves to let all come 3n, 
and go out, with this kind of frankneſs 
and Liberty- 

It is creaible ſhe would bave ut ſo ſince 
they permit ut ; for ſhe 3s the Life ard 
the Soul of her Family, and ber Under- 
ſtanding, her civility, and her obliging 
Ways are infuſed, uno thoſe that com- 
poſe it, proportionably as each ones Capa- 
city is futed to imitate them, There is 
ro Convent where they lead a more re« 

gular 
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gular Life then im her Womens Apart- 
ment, whether a Page dares not approach 
upon pain of my Lads Difpleaſures, 


which is ſomething move Terrible than the, 


Rod. And for the Men, they live roge= 
ther with that Peare and Union ſo much 
the my Commundable, as it is moſ 
rare, and ſeldom to be found in great 
Mens Houſes. 

She alone of all Women , can play 
with bey Servants without leſſening bey 
ſelf; Her Preſence doth baniſh their pre- 
ſumption without taking away their free- 
dome , and it 14 not to be compreheuded 
how ſhe can give them ſo mach Aw, u- 
fing them with ſo much Familiarity, unleſs 
it be, becauſe ſhe has ſo much of Grandure 
in her Carriage and all her wayes, There 
are they, that think it ſtrange, thas ſhe 
ſhould delight in theſe kind of paſtimes ; 
but whoever will take the paines to look 
a little nearer, he will ſoon find that they 
are not the dclight of Heart, and that 
thoſe ſhe uſes, are but ſo many ſeveral 
Way:s of Diſpelling thoſe Afflifting 
Thoughts which the preſent flats of Her 
Fortune Crouds upon hor. . 

There is no prevate Gentlemans Houſe 
mere orderly, and regular than hers 3 

An 
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and as ber . penſions is very mmconſider a- 


ble to makg her ſubſiſt with that konour 
ſhe does, ſhe muſt needs be admirably 
Skill d in eeonomy, and ber Att: of libe= 
rality, and HMagnificence , ſpew that ker 
ood management proceeds from an ex- 
Cntiny puday of Reaſon, She 
neither much admires ner deſpiſes any 
thing. She never ſhewed the leaſt diſguſt 
againſt the Country, nor any thing that 
5s in #t; ſhe loves the Recreations, 
Cuſtores, and Ceremonies that are there 
in uſe, as much 4s if ſhe bad been born 
and bred there;, others would aſſiſt at 
them, with marks of Complaiſance, Con- 
ſtraint, and Deſtrattion, which would 
eaſily diftinguiſh them from the reſt of 
the Company; but ſhe comes to them 
with that Familiarity, with that Pre- 
ſence, and Freedom of Mind, ſo uncon- 
ſtrained, ſo conſtant , and ſs agreeable, 
that a ſtranger that (hould chance to ſee 
her there, without knowing who ſhe was, 
would eſteem Savoy ſens | happy in the 
produtt of ſo charming a Creature, She 
avoids ſpeaking of her own Greatneſ; 
and Reches, with the ſame care and 11;- 
z «4s others ſeek out occaſions to 


maks People ſenſible of theirs, 


1 
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- . Jt depends not of. her way of living, 4- 


mongſt thera ;,: but that the Women 
of that Country, that ſee ber, may 
think themſelues as great Ladies as ſhe ; 
end: may think Chambery as Noble and 
«5 Ple;jant to live in as. Rome or Paris: 
and her C ——_—_ there, as edifying, 
« d is agreeable; as evir ſhe enjoyed 
elſe where. 

Never aid great Lady take leſs care to 
make ber Inferiours fee the Difference 
that is betwixt ber and them; and if 
they do not forget it, ſhe 1s themore be-= 
holding ro their Diſcretion,” and. Re- 
ſpett - for ſhe takers little [ains to put 
them in mind of it. 

She judges of her ſelf. according to 
the Idea, or Opmion, ſhe has conceived 
of her own Merit , even in the moſt 
precarious Applications of thoſe that ſpeak 
2 ber, and ſhe: gs often takes juſt and 
due Commendatuoins, for groſs Flatte- 
rics., as other.” Women take Apparent 
and Hypocruical Adulations, . for true 
and deſerved Praiſes. \ 3: 

It is 4 great. ſign, that her Maderati- 
on 8s ſincere, becauſe .(he 1s Obſtunate in 
nothing ;, and being urged, wilk acknow- 
ledge truly whatforver is good, or fair 

5 
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in her. ' She is in nothing more unjuſt, 
than in not allowing what ſhe has of 
Admirable and Excellent ; to be moxe 
than paſſable and ordinary. Though by 
ſad Experience ſhe bas found, that there 


is very little 1 ruth, Honeſty, or Probity | 


in the World; and that ſhe has juſt cauſe to 
think ill of all Mankind, yet ſuch is her 
Natural Goodneſs, that (he never applies 
this her bad Opinion to any one in par- 
riculay ; ſhe firſt excepts from the General 
Rule, all thoſe in whom ſhe percerves any 
Appearance of Veriue ; but is much ſur: 
piized when . ſhe has reaſon to believe 
they did not deſerve that Exception, 


When ſhe is obliged to ſay ſomething 
ſhe thinks may diſpleaſe, a lutle to ſweeter 
and take away the ſharpneſs of the ſenſe, 
ſhe ſpeaks it-ſo,' as if ſhe bad ict ut fall by 
chance ; bur ſhe thinks her ſelf no way 
wronged, to believe that ſhe ſays no- 
thing, but what ſhe would ſay 7, it 1s more 
natural to her to be ſecret , than to other 
Women not to be ſo, Moreover ſhe is e: 
qually 5kill*d both in well-ſpeaking , and 
holding her Tongue, Though u be 4 
great Truth, that thoſe that know bow to 


* ſpeak well, know rat how to hold their 
1 ongues ; 
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Tongnes; and thoſe that can be-ſilent, 
$41 ſeldome ſpeak very well, 3 
. A Gentleman of very good parti and 

underſtanding, that had ſeen her, and | 
known her - 2, great while, aſſured ms | 

. » that ſhe'ts 'very much altered from what 

' ſhe bas been formerly, in ſo milch that 
you would hardly know hey again; but 
it ts not to be. comprehended, that ſhe 
ſhould be ſo much changed, without al- 
lowing that ſhe muſt alwayes bave had 
= prodigltus ſtock of the choiceſt, richeſt, 
and moſt lafting*® Natural. Beanty that 
ever Women bad. If her misfortunes 
have contrebuted any thing to ber Me- | 
rit,, neugr bad. Cauſe produced ſo good 
or EfR,' "FOE 
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